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TAMIL  NADU :  THE  LAND  OF  ABUNDANT  TALENT

For individuals, rare opportunities are offered by God to gain

rare experience. Since childhood, I rarely travelled to the

interior parts of Tamil Nadu; perhaps a total of 50 visits in a

span of 50 years. His Holiness Shankaracharya Sri Vijayendra

Saraswathi Swami Ji Maharaj Blessed me with an opportunity

to experience the power of people of Tamil Nadu and enjoy

the beauty of Tamil Nadu outside Chennai. It was an amazing

experience. The best part was that I was closely interacting

with young students who were in Std X, XI, and XII; well in

many places it was mostly Std XII. I met amazing boys and

girls who asked me very interesting questions. I met excellent

teachers whose dedication left me dumbfounded. I met

personalities who manage the schools out there with

dedication beyond belief! 
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Above all, the travel through

Tamil Nadu for 45 days

approximately made me a

reasonably good Tamil Orator.

On the whole it was exciting

and exhilarating. 

My journey started by visiting

a school in my relatively

familiar terrain. Number of

schools from the same

management and the

neighborhood gathered. It

was astonishing 2000+

students in one place. I

personally have not seen such

congregation before! For the

number of students of that

age group, the silence and

discipline they maintained

was impressive. I spoke twice;

15 minutes each time; in the

first round I spoke highlighting

life after school. They were

attentive. In the second round

they interacted with sharp

focus. Their questions

enhanced my understanding

of the next generation. 
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The next generation or

GenNext students are very well

informed. This is mainly due to

extracurricular information

flow in the modern world. They

are born into the world where

aero planes, rockets, mobiles,

information sources such as

Wikis and Google, Open

Courses, and such other things

are commonplace. Their

awareness of the world around

is very high compared to

earlier generations. Their

command of a language,

English or Tamil, is extremely

good. They are very articulate.

They question, not out of

ignorance but because they

need an authentic source to

verify and confirm their

understanding. 
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When I started, I thought I was

there to tell them “all about

future”; but I landed up

understanding the meaning of

the word humility. The questions

from the NextGen did not baffle

me; but they humbled me.

Instead of my helping them

understand how to plan their

future, they helped me

understand my inner self and my

goal as the Head of an

institution. Excellent learning

experience. Only the

Shankaracharya can give you

what you actually require  at

various points in one’s life. Of

course, the highlight of the day’s

interaction was the Bhashan by

HH Himself
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Understanding the difference between education in

school as compared to education in a university

setting.

What is meant by choice, when you study in a

University?

How does one choose?

What is the difference between Arts, Science,

Commerce, Law, Philosophy, Languages, Culture,

Engineering, and Medicine?

Should one study only to get employment? Can’t one

study for the pleasure of it?

What is an interdisciplinary program?

How is your University different from the rest? Why

should I join you?

The 60-70 percent of the questions were focused on:
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At this juncture, I would like to

request the reader to imagine

himself or herself in my position

that day. How does one answer

to a crowd without knowing

“who asked a specific question”

and “what does it mean to 2000

others who did not ask that

particular question”. It was a

challenge to my understanding,

language skills, and oration. Of

course, I did well and that is why

I am able to communicate with

you. In fact, there is an article

focused on this Q&A as an

interview from the journalists. I

would like you to read the Q&A

for the answers. There were

many other supplementary

questions of mundane nature as

well. While they may not be

considered esoteric, they were

required for the students and

parents to take pragmatic

decisions.
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Do you have Scholarship?

What are your fees?

Why are the fees different for different

programs?

Why are Engineering and Medicine

expensive compared to other courses?

Do you have interdisciplinary programs or

courses?

What should I study if I want to be an IAS?

What should I study if I want to be a

Chartered Accountant?

What should I study if I want to be a

Company Secretary?

What should I study if I want to be a Cost

Accountant?

What should I study if I want to be a

Scientist?

What should I do to become a Data

Scientist?

Why are AI and ML fancied?

How do I get a job that requires AI and ML?

What is the difference between B.Com.

and B.Com. (Hons.)?

How good is your University?

Do you have good hostel? How is the food?

Do you encourage sports?

Do you have "Culturals"?

Some of them are:

And many more…
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When I started moving southwards, detouring a little to

the west, I could perceive the cultural shift in people and

perceptions. While some showed interest in studies that

could be practiced in professional life without any risk,

others showed an inclination towards studies that

oriented an individual to take risks in professional life.

The former wanted to specialize in commerce related

studies, while the latter wanted to focus on management

related studies. Overall, the desire to control one’s

destiny was clear. 
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On the whole I could interact with 10000+ students

across 55 schools, I guess. Around 40% of them

wanted to study with us. That is an impressive and

encouraging number. They all come from different

cultures, traditions, and social background. But one

thing was common; the NextGen of Tamil Nadu is

highly talented, articulate, and focused. Meeting their

expectations will be a daunting challenge to any

University. Fortunately, the Shankaracharya institution

can handle these expectations with consummate ease

because of the preparedness of the faculty who have

the Blessings of His Holiness always, an institution that

has been running 24x7 even before west discovered

the idea of working 24x7!
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