
 

 

 INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 

UNIT- I  CONCEPT OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 

Concept of Inclusive Education: 

 The term “Inclusive is used to describe one option for the 
placement of special education students in public schools.”  Those 
inclusive programmes are sometimes referred as maintaining which is 
the selective placement of students with disabilities in regular 
education class-room. 

 The idea behind the inclusive education is that students 
with special needs will be placed in the same class-room environment 
as other students their age who do not have special needs. Children 
with special needs actually learn more in regular class-room 
environments, provided they get the help and support they need in and 
out of the classroom when it comes to academic subject groups those 
who oppose inclusive education. 

Meaning of Inclusive education: 

 Inclusive education means where children with and 
without disabilities participate and learn together in the same classes. 

 Provision of Inclusive Education involving studies with 
disabilities based on the belief that those with disabilities should not 
have to depend on specialized services alone, to benefit from 
educational resources activities and practices that are otherwise 
available to all.  

Definition of Inclusive Education: 

 “Inclusive Education implies all young learners, young 
people – with or without disabilities being able to learn together 
through access common pre-school and schools with an appropriate 
network of support services” 

 

 



 

 

Importance of Inclusive Education: 

a) Children develop a positive understanding of 
themselves and others. 

b) Friendship develops 
c) Children learn important academic skills 
d) All children learn by being together 
e) All children learn in different ways 
f) It is every students right to be included  
g) Greater sensitivity  
h) Better understanding of strengthens and 

weaknesses 
i) More tolerance 

Concept of Impairment: 

 Impairment – Biological 

 Disability – Functional 

 Handicap – Social 

Introduction:  The word “Impairment” “Disability” and “Handicap” 
is often used Inter changeable. They have very different meaning 
however. They have very different meaning however. The difference 
in meaning is important for understanding the effect of neurological 
injury on development. 

Concept of Impairment:Impairment is defined as a loss of or 
damage to sensory organs, this may be so from birth or acquired later, 
the impairment disturbs the normal functioning of the organs in its 
respective area. 

 Example: A child with a hole in the ear drum cannot 
hear properly because of the disturbance in the sound transmission. 
Similarly due to visual problems. There is a improper formation of 
images and the child has difficulties in reading. 

 

 



 

 

Disability: 

 Disability is defined as an existing difficulty in 
performing one or more activities which are generally occupied as 
essential components of daily living. Due to impairment there is a 
reduction in functional ability. 

 Definition (WHO) 1976: 

 “Exits when an impairment limits the ability to perform 
certain task is disability” 

Handicap: 

 The term “Handicap” is applied to a physical/mental 
disability. 

Definition:  “The result when an individual with impairment cannot 
fulfil a normal life.” 

Types of Disability Impairment Disability Handicap 
1. Hearing 

Impairment 
Damage in the 
ear 
Mechanism(e.g.
- hole in the ear 
drum) 

Difficulties 
in 
transmission 
of sound 

Unable to hear 
normally 

2. Visual 
Impairment 

Detachment of 
eye 
muscles(e.g.- 
Squinty crossed 
eyed) 

Difficulty in 
focusing the 
eyes on a 
particular 
image 

Unable to 
form single 
image 

3. Orthopaedic 
Impairment 

Paralysis in arm Difficulty in 
using arm 
for grasping 
and 
manipulatin
g 

Unable to use 
the arm like 
others 

4. Mental 
Impairment 

Deficiency in 
Mental ability 

Difficulty in 
doing things 
like others 

Unable to 
behave like 
others. 



 

 

Difficulty in 
understanding
s abstract 
concepts 

5. Learning 
Disability 

Disfunctioning 
of specific brain 
faulty(e.g.- 
motor area) 

Difficulty in 
writing only. 
Can speak 
and read 
normally  

Unable to read 
and write like 
others 

 

Concept of Special Education: 

 Special Education is designed to ensure that students 
with disabilities are provided with an environment that allows them to 
be educated effectively. Disabilities that qualify for social education 
include physical disabilities. Such as – 

� Deafness or blindness 
� Mental disabilities 
� Down syndrome and autism  
� Medical conditions such as learning deficits 
� Dyslexia, Behavioural disorders 

 Special education can include a range of support 
services, depending on the special needs of the students. Support 
service may involve physical assistance and therapy, counselling and 
psychotherapy; modified learning environments and assistive learning 
devices, educational and psychological assessment and behavioural 
modification techniques. 

Concept of Integrated Education: 

 Definition:  Integrated Education is the educational 
programme in which exceptional children attend classes with normal 
children. 

It is placement of the disabled children in ordinary schools with 
some specialized educational help and service. 



 

 

Concept: 

 The concept of integrated education arises as outcome of 
National policy of Education, 1986 recommended to provide equal 
opportunity to all not only for access but also for success. 

� Integration signifies the process of interaction of 
disabled children with normal children in the same 
educational setting. 

� Integration also means “Main streaming” or 
“Normalisation”. As disabled children are treated 
with normal children. 

Importance: 

1. It does not create feeling of different among disabled children. 
2.  It helps to remove inferiority complex among disabled children. 
3. It provides peer group help in learning from normal children. 
4. It ensures social integration. 

Concept of mainstreaming: 

 “Mainstreaming refers to an educational placement 
procedure and process in which disabled children are educated in the 
least restrictive environment to satisfactorily provide for their 
educational and related needs” 

Mainstreaming of Education: 

  Main Streaming is the context of education is the 
practice of educating students with special needs in regular classes 
during specific time periods based on their skills. This means regular 
education classes are combined with special education classes. 

Main Streaming of Special education: 

� Main streaming does not involve putting a child full 
time in a special school. 

� Main streaming does not involve teaching the child 
outside of school. 



 

 

Types of Mainstreaming of education: 

1. Integrated Education 
2. Inclusive Education 
3. Exclusive Education 

Concept of Inclusive Education: 

 Inclusive describe much more than acceptance of 
children with disabilities / exceptionalities in the mainstream. 
Inclusive education programmes do not focus on the accommodation 
of these children into general school education setting, but are focused 
on the restricting of schools to accept and provide for the needs of all 
students. 

 In Inclusive education, mainstreaming and integration are 
viewed as intermediary steps to the ultimate goal of teaching all 
students together.  

 Inclusive Education can be defined as the process of 
increasing the participation of students in the cultures, curricula and 
communities of local mainstream schools. 

 Children with some special needs can be made to sit in 
different classes or same classes with catering their needs. 

Example: 

 Hearing impaired children can be provided with audio 
acids for bearing. 

d. Need for inclusive education in India for children with special 
needs 

Need and importance of Inclusive Education in India: 

 There have been efforts internationally to include 
children with disabilities in the educational mainstream. In order to 
achieve truly inclusive education, we need to think about and 
incorporate children with special needs into regular schools. 



 

 

Especially, became these children face some sort of barriers to 
learning and participate in the classroom. 

 The growing body of research has shown that children do 
better academically when in inclusive settings and inclusion provides 
opportunities to develop relationships. Some of the benefits include: 

� Friendship 
� Social Skills 

National policy of education (NPE, 1986-92) 

District primary Education programme (DPEP, 1994) 

The persons with disabilities Act, (PWD Act, 1995) 

Existing practices of Inclusive Education in India: 

Resource models where children with disabilities study in general 
school and stay in hostels meant for non-disabled children. 
     ↓  

Resource models where children with disabilities study in general 
schools and stay in with parents at home. 
     ↓ 

Semi Resource models or co-operative models where children with 
disabilities are taught only by the resource teacher in a separate 
class in general school. 
     ↓ 

Itinerant model where a resource teacher visits the child in his/her 
local school and the child stays with parents 

     ↓   

Multicategory itinerant model where one special teacher attend to 
the needs of disabled children of different categories in a particular 
locality 

Multicategory resource model where disabled children of different 
kinds are educated in a general school by the regular via particular 
locality 



 

 

e. History of special education: 

 The origin and development of special education in India 
has followed the global trends of care and help, special schooling, 
integration, mainstreaming and inclusive schooling. The special 
school model was transplanted on India as early as the nineteenth 
century. The later development, the scheme of integration was 
conceived in as early as 1974 under the Department of social Welfare. 

 Special Education Abroad 

• Education for hearing impaired 
• Education for visually impaired 
• Education for loco-motor disabled 
• Education for mentally retarded  

 Special education in India 

• Education for hearing impaired 
• Education for visually  impaired 
• Education for mentally retarded 
• Integrated education 
• Emergence of inclusive education 

f. Concession and rights of the disabled 

 The concession and rights of the disabled are provided by 
the central and state governments of India. These provisions will help 
the persons with disabilities to get opportunities in education, 
empowerment and economic development. 

 The following concession is available for the persons 
with disabilities.  

• Children’s educational allowance  
• Income tax Act 
• Income tax concession 
• Employees provident fund 
• Life insurance corporation of India 



 

 

• Scheme of subsidy for purchase of petrol 
• Telecommunication 
• Hotel discounts 
• Concession on railways 
• Air travel concession 
• Postage 
• Customs/excise 
• Award of dealership by oil companies 
• Economic assistance by public sector bank 

Rights of the disabled: 

• Indian constitutional provisions 
� Article 14 
� Article 41 
� Article 45 
� Article 46 

• Legislation disabilities in India 
� Mental health act 
� RCI act 1992 
� Persons with disabilities act 1995 
� The national trust act 1999 

g. Recent trends in the field of special education. Awareness and 
attitudinal changes towards the disabled 

 Recent trends in the field of special education: 

  The field of special education expanded in recent  

years to accommodate persons with disabilities under various 
educational programs. The transformation took place from segregated 
environment to inclusive environment. The ‘integration in school’ is 
further developed as ‘school for all.’ However, all educational 
programs in our country to cater to the educational needs of persons 
with disabilities. Each institution has its own role and service for 
educating disabled persons. 



 

 

• Special schools 
• Integrated schools 

   Integrated education program adopts various 
models for service delivery such as, 

� Resource model 
� Itinerant model 
� Combined model 
� Cooperative model 
� Cluster model 
� Dual teaching model 

• Inclusive education 
� Types of service in Inclusive education 
� The success of Inclusive education 
� Inclusive education through SSA 

• Distance education 
• Open education 
• Alternative schooling 

 

UNIT – II    TYPES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

 Concept, types and characteristics of different types of 
children with special learning needs: 

 Special education may be defined as the educational 
service, over and above the regular school programme which is 
provided for an exceptional child to assist in the development of his 
potentialities and or in removing or compensating his disabilities. 

Concept: Special education is a broad term used the law (IDEA) to 
describe specially designed instruction that meets the unique needs of 
a child who has a disability. These services are provided by the public 
schools system and are free of charge. 

 There are 13 categories of special education as defined 
by the Individuals with disabilities education Act (IDEA). In order 



 

 

to quality for special education. Children with special learning needs 
are follows: 

1. Autism 
2. Blindness 
3. Deafness 
4. Emotional disturbance 
5. Hearing disturbance  
6. Intellectual disabilities 
7. Multiple disabilities 
8. Orthopaedic impairment 
9. Specific learning disability 
10. Speech or language impairment 
11. Other health impairment 
12. Traumatic brain injury 
13. Visual impairment 

Autism:  

 Autism is a developmental disability significantly 
affecting vernal and non-verbal communication, social interaction and 
behaviour, generally evident before age 3, adversely (badly) affecting 
a child’s educational performance. 

Deafness:  

 Deafness means a hearing impairment so severe that the 
child’s ability to process linguistic information through hearing, with 
or without amplification is limited, to the extent that is adversely 
affects his or her education programme. 

Hearing Impairment: 

 Hearing impairment is hearing loss in one or both ears, 
that may be permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affect 
educational performance, but is not included in the definition of 
deafness for such children education in general schools in common 
with other children is not difficult. 



 

 

Deaf- Blindness:  

 Deaf blindness is simultaneously hearing and visual 
impairment, the contribution of which causes severe communication 
and other development, or educational needs that cannot be 
accommodated in special education programme solely for children 
with deafness or child with blindness. 

Visual Impairment: Characteristics:  

 Including blindness – means impairment in vision severe 
enough to adversely affect educational performance, even when 
corrected. 

Emotional disabilities: 

 A condition exhibiting one or more of the following 
characteristics over a long period of time to a marked degree that 
adversely affects a child’s educational performance. 

 Characteristics: 

  An inability to learn that cannot be explained by 
intellectual sensory or health factor. 

  A general pervasive mood of unhappiness or 
depression. 

Intellectual disability: 

 Intellectual disability means – significantly sub-average 
general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits in 
adaptive behaviour and manifested during the development period, 
which adversely affects a child’s educational performance. 

Multiple Disabilities: 

 It means a child exhibits two or more impairments 
simultaneously. 

Specific learning disabilities: 



 

 

 It is a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological 
processes involved in understanding or in using spoken or written 
language. 

Speech or language impairment: 

 It is a communication disorder such as stuttering 
impairment articulation, language impairment or a voice impairment 
that adversely affecting a child’s educational performance. 

Traumatic Brain Injury: 

 It is an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external 
physical force resulting in total or partial functional disability or 
psychosocial impairment or both and adversely affecting a child’s 
educational performance. 

Health impairment: 

 It means having limited strength, vitality or alertness.  

Orthopaedic Impairment: 

 It means a severe orthopaedic impairment that adversely 
affects a child’s educational performance. 

b. Children with physical challenges: Visual, hearing, loco-motor 
and neurological 

Visual Impairment:  

 Visual Impairment including blindness are defined as 
“vision that, even with correction, adversely (badly) affect a child’s 
educational performance. The term includes both low vision and 
blindness.” 

 Legal Blindness: The term legal blindness is defined as 
central visual acuity of 6/60 in the better eye after the best possible 
correction. 

 Blindness: The person with Disabilities (equal 
opportunities protection of rights and full participation) 



 

 

Act (PWD Act), 1995 uses the terminology “Blindness” and defines it 
as: 

1. Total absence of sight or 
2. Visual acuity not exceeding 6/60 or 20/200 

(Snellen) in the better eye with correcting lenses, or 
3. Limitation of the field of vision subtending an 

angle of 20 degree or worse 

 Totally blind:  No eyesight is available in both eyes of 
person with total blindness. Therefore, totally blind is defined as 
“complete absence of visual perception.” 

 Partially sighted: A person who has visual acuity of 
6/21 (20/70) or less in the better eye after the best possible correction 
is known as sighted thus the remaining vision is useful most for 
learning. 

 Low vision: Low vision is defined as “markedly reduced 
functional vision.” 

 

Category Visual 
Acuity 

      WHO Definition Indian 
Definition Standard Working 

1.    6/6-6/18 Normal Normal Normal 
2.  <6/18-6/60 Visual 

Impairment 
Low vision Low vision 

3.  <6/60-3/60 Severe 
visual 
impairment 

Low vision Blind 

4.  <3/60-1/60 Blind Low vision Blind 
5.  <1/60-PL Blind Low vision Blind 
6.  WPL Blind Total 

blindness 
Total blindness 
 

 

Characteristics of visual impairment: 

• Rubs eyes excessively 



 

 

• Watery eyes 
• Eyelids are often red 
• Holds objects and books too close to the eyes 
• Squints 
• Blink more frequently 
• Regular headaches etc. 

Causes of visual impairment: 

• Cataract 
• Glaucoma 
• Corneal ulcer 
• Diabetic retinopathy 
• Child hood blindness 
• Conjunctivitis 
• Retinal detachment etc. 

Educational programmes for visually impaired: 

• Special schools 
• Integrated education 
• Resource model 
• Itinerant model 
• Combined model 
• Cooperative model 
• Dual teaching model 
• Inclusive education 
• Plus curriculum 

Plus curriculum includes: 

• Braille reading 
• Braille writing 
• Orientation and mobility 
• Daily living skills 
• Sensory training 



 

 

Hearing Impairment: 

 Hearing is measured in decibels (dB). 

 “The loss of hearing, temporary or permanent, ranging 
from mild to profound and sometimes total” 

 Rehabilitation council of India considers hearing 
impairment as a loss of 70dB and above in the better ear or total loss 
of hearing in both ears. 

 Characteristics of hearing impairment: 

• Soft sounds can’t be heard, such as some 
speech sound like ‘S’ and ‘P’ and ‘Ch.’ 

• Key parts of a particular speech sounds may 
not be audible, meaning sounds are mislead and 
words misunderstood. 

• Sounds are difficult to separate, so voices can 
become jumbled up with back ground noise. 

• Hearing- impaired child misses the tone of 
voice which conveys so much. 

• Hearing- impaired child suffers the humiliation 
of being thought stupid 

• Child lacks stimulation of discussion and 
debate and the sharpness of mind. 

• Hearing impaired child runs the risk of 
paranoia feelings and the reality of being left 
out cause’s depression. 

Types of hearing loss: 

• Conductive hearing loss 
• Perceptive or sensory neutral hearing loss 
• Congenital hearing loss 
• Adventitious hearing loss 
• Pre-lingual hearing loss 
• Post-lingual hearing loss 



 

 

Normal hearing -10-15 dB HL 
Slight hearing loss -16-25 dB HL 
Mild hearing loss -26-40 dB HL 
Moderate Hearing loss -41-55 dB HL 
Moderate severe hearing loss -56-70 dB HL 
Severe hearing loss -71-90-dB HL 
Profound hearing loss -91 + dB HL 
 

Causes of hearing impairment: 

• Conductive loss 
• Sensor neural loss 

 
 
 

Loco-Motor Disabilities: 

 “A person inability to execute distinctive activities 
associated with moving, both he and objects, from place to place and 
such inability resulting from affliction of musculoskeletal and or 
nervous system.” 

 Classification of loco-motor disability: 

• Neurological 
• Musculoskeletal 
• Congenital 
• Accidents/infectors 

 Characteristics of loco-motor disability: 

• Motor weakness/paralysis 
• Spasticity 
• Sensory loss 
• Deformities and contractures 
• Amputations 
• Neurogenic bladder and bowel 



 

 

• Pain 

Neurological disorder: 

 It means neurological disorders are disorders of the 
nervous system. There diseases have connections to the nerve. Since 
the word ‘neuro’ means nerve. 

Examples: 

• Alzhemimers disease 
• Schizophrenia 
• OCD 
• ADHD 
• Migraine 
• Epilepsy 
• Parkinson’s disease  

c. Children with intellectual challenges: gifted, mentally 
challenged, autism (ASD) and Learning difficulties (LD) 

 The term intellectual disability refers to lowered capacity 
or ability of the brain, intellectual disabilities that affect learning and 
over all development are experienced when mental functioning of the 
brain is affected such that the child shows limitations in daily living 
skills such as communicating, taking care of self and social skills. 

 There are different categories compromising the 
intellectual exceptional children like 

� Gifted children 
� Mentally challenged 
� Autism and 
� Learning difficulties 

Gifted Children: 

 The term “giftedness” has been defined by the 
psychologist in various ways. 



 

 

 Definition:  “Gifted children are those whose 
performance is consistently remarkable in music, art, social leadership 
and other forms of expression” – Witty 

   “The talented or gifted child is one who shows 
constantly remarkable performance or outstanding behaviour is any 
worthwhile endeavour” – Havighurst 

 Characteristics of gifted child: 

� Gifted child is one who shows remarkable and 
outstanding performance any worthwhile task 

� He possesses a superior central nervous system 
high degree of intellectual, creative and 
imagination 

� A gifted child makes outstanding contribution to 
the welfare, quality of living and our society 

� He shows creative and productive thinking 

 Essential characteristics: 

� Physical characteristics 
� Mental characteristics 
� Personality traits 
� Academic achievement  
� Social characteristics 

Mentally challenged children: (Mental Retardation) 

 Definition:  “Mental handicap or mental retardation 
refers to sub average general intellectual functioning which originates 
during the developmental period and as associated with impairment in 
adaptive behaviour” – Heber 

 The children with mental deficiency lack in mental 
development and possess less I.Q. Their I.Q is less than 75 but more 
than 50. 

 Characteristics of Mentally Retarded children: 



 

 

• Mentally retarded  child has low intelligence but his 
development is not adequate according to his 
mental level 

• Mentally retarded children are of two types 
� Educable mentally retarded and 
� Trainable mentally I.Q(55-50) trainable 

retarded I.Q(50-75) educable 
• Inability to understand quickly  
• Inability to decide 
• Lack of concentration 
• Short temper 
• Inability to remember 
• Lack of coordination and  
• Delay in development 

 

S.No. I.Q Classification 
1 0-20 Profound 
2 21-35 Severe 
3 36-50 Moderate 
4 51-70 Mild 
5 71-90 Borderline 
6 91-110 Average 
7 111-120 Above Average 
8 121-130 Genius 
9 130+ Gifted 

 

Autism – Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD): 

 “A condition of uneven skill development primarily 
affecting the communication and social abilities of a person marked 
by repetitive and ritualistic behaviour.”  

 Types of Autism: 

• Asperger syndrome 



 

 

• Childhood disintegrative disorder 
• Rett syndrome 
• Pervasive developmental disorder 
• Classical autism 

 Characteristics of Autism: 

• Limitations in social interactions 
• Limitations in language development  
• Limitations in behaviours aspects 
• Limitations in emotions 
• Limitations in school activity 
• Limitations in health/movement 

 Causes of autism: 

• Genetic influence in autism 
• Virus 
• Environmental factors 
• Drugs and medicines 
• Diabetic 
• Brain dysfunction 

 Prevention: 

• Immunization 
• Prevention of brain Injuries  
• Avoiding drugs and medicines  
• Prevention of genetics causes 
• Prevention of environmental causes 

   Learning Difficulties (LD): 

 It is the hidden invisible impairment, which cannot be 
identified until a child enters the formal schooling. 

 Definition:  “A learning disability refers to a specific 
retardations or disorder in one or more of the processes of speech, 



 

 

language, perception, behaviour, reading, spelling, writing or 
arithmetic” – Kirk 

 Characteristics of LD: 

• Finds it difficult to organize work and is often late 
in submitting class work. 

• Seems dull and slow in responding to others. 
• Cannot correctly recall oral instruction when asked 

to repeat them. 
• Does not seem to listen or to understand instruction 

given at home or in the class-room. 
• While reading misses out lines or reads them twice. 
• Find difficulty in synthesising a word after spelling 

its component letters (eg. Say ‘b/eg’ but cannot say 
‘beg’ or may say ‘bag’) 

• Reads words backwards (eg – ‘on’ for ‘no’, ‘saw’ 
for ‘was’) 

• Misreads numbers (‘6’ as ‘9’ , ‘3’ as ‘8’) 
• Writes letters in wrong order ( ‘time’ for ‘item’) 
• Mirror writes (‘ram’ for ‘mar’) 
• Reverse letter (‘b’ as ‘p’ as ‘q’) etc. 

 Types of LD: 

� Oral Language disability 
� Dysphasia and 
� Aphasia 

� Reading disability 
� Dyslexia and 
� Alexia 

� Writing disability 
� Dysgraphia 

� Spelling problems 
� Arithmetic disabilities 

� Dyscalculia 



 

 

d. Children with emotional and behavioural deviations with 
special reference to ADHD and Juvenile Delinquency: 

 Children with behavioural and emotional deviations: 

  It is common for children to flout social rules or 
misbehave. Some children however shows pattern of negativity, 
hostility and more frequent intense and disruptive than the norms and 
they are considered to have behavioural disorder.  

Types of behavioural disorder: 

� Oppositional defiant disorder(ODD) 
� Attention defect hyperactivity 

disorder(ADHD) 
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Tourettes 
Syndrome 

Conduct Disorder 

Oppositional Defiant 

Disorder 

Depression 

Anxiety 

Attention 
Deficit 

Hyperactivity 
Disorder 
ADHD 

Learning 
Disabilities 



 

 

  

Children with Emotional Deviation: 

 Emotional problems involve subjective distress of the 
child without a disruption in his perception of reality. 

 “It is a type of psychiatric disturbances without 
clearly defined physical causes or without structure damage to the 
brain” 

 The symptoms of these childhood disorder are similar 
to those seen in adult emotional disorder. For example: 

� Factures of inferiority 
� Self-consciousness 
� Social withdrawal 
� Shyness, fear, sadness etc. 

 
 
 

1. Reactive attachment disorder 
2. Separation anxiety disorder 

� Phobias 
� Childhood depression 

3. Post-traumatic stress disorder 
4. Selective mutism 

 

Juvenile Delinquency: 

 “A child who deviates from the social norms of 
behaviour is called delinquent children” – Healy 

 “Delinquency may be defined as anti-social 
behaviour” – Head field 

 Characteristics of delinquent: 



 

 

• A delinquent child possess anti-social 
behaviour 

• He break the laws and create 
indiscipline in school 

• A delinquent child is aggressive and 
hostile behaviour 

• His anxiety level is generally very high 
• It is acquired by the child and not the 

innate 
• The delinquents are emotional and 

maladjusted 
• Delinquency is an acquired behaviour 
• Delinquency is problem for every one 
• Delinquency is not the abnormality in 

its true sense 

  

 

 

Classification of delinquency: 

• Benign delinquency  
• Temperamental delinquency 
• Simple delinquency 
• Reaction delinquency 
• Psychoneurotic delinquency 
• Aggressive tendency 

e. Children with socio-cultural deviations (SC, ST, Minorities) and 
linguistic minorities 

 “Equalizing educational opportunities” was been one 
of the major objectives of successive five year plan.  

 Meaning of children with socio-cultural deviation: 



 

 

  Socially disadvantage does not mean only a single 
group of people, rather they may be women, scheduled caste and 
scheduled tribe children, may be handicapped in any sort, minority 
group and people of other linguistic minorities and people of other 
educationally backward sections/areas. 

 UNESCO in its Indian report has specified 4 
disadvantages groups: 

1. Scheduled castes 
2. Scheduled tribes 
3. Nomadic tribes 
4. Denitrified tribes 

“Frank Risesman” has defined “The rem culturally 
deprived refers to those aspects of middle class 
culture such as 

� Education 
� Books 
� Formal language 

  

Characteristics of socially disadvantage children: 

• Poor academic performance 
• Cognitive deficiencies 
• Apathetic unresponsive and lack initiative 
• Lower achievement 
• Basic intelligence 
• Socially disadvantage and  
• Intellectual performance 
• Low level of aspiration 
• Inadequacy of self-system 
• Intellectual deficiency 



 

 

Minority groups – As socially disadvantaged:There are still another 
group who are also educationally deprived or backward. They are 
known as minorities like Muslims, Christians etc. 

 Efforts will have to be made for the education of these 
groups in the interest of equality and social justice. Constitutional 
guarantees law help them to establish and administer their own 
educational institutions and to protect their language and culture. 

UNIT – III  IDENTIFICATION, ASSESSMENT OF 
SPECIAL     CHILDREN 

a. Identification, assessment and education of children with 
physical challenges – visual, hearing, loco-motor and 
neurological. 

1. Visual Impairment: 
 Identification:  Identification of children with  

Visual impairment can be viewed in two dimensions. For making a 
survey of the children with visual impairment of a region in order to 
know the statistical figures, certain types of techniques could be 
adopted. 

 Identification of children with visual impairment i s 
as follows: 

• Eye hospitals 
• Eye camps 
• Population centres 
• Voluntary organization 
• Through school teachers 
• Through school children’s 
• Through village functionaries 

 Assessment of visually impaired children 

• Assessment protocol functional vision 
assessment (FVA) 

� Review of records and eye 



 

 

� Interviews 
� Observations 
� Appearance of the eyes 
� Visual reflexes etc. 

• Phases in learning media assessment 
� Initial selection of the literacy medium 
� Continuing assessment etc. 

• Variables to carider 
� Print size assessment 
� Readability of materials 
� Environments etc. 

• Initial selection 
� Sensory channels 
� Indicators of readiness etc. 

• Key sources of information 
� Use of sensory information 
� Working distance and size preference etc. 

• Assessment of literacy medium 
� Visual functioning 
� Reading efficiency etc. 

• Expanded core curriculum (ECC) assessment  
� Oriented and mobility 
� Social interaction 
� Independent living 
� Career education etc. 

• Integrated education for the visually 
handicapped 

� Mainstreaming 
� Plus curriculum 

• Areas of plans curriculum include 
� Braille 
� Use of equipment 
� Social skills 
� Daily skills etc. 



 

 

• Use of equipment 
� Laser cane 
� Sonic classes 
� Optacon etc. 

• Least restrictive environment 
� Resource room 
� General teaching procedure etc. 

 Educational provision for visually impaired 
children: 

• Use remaining sight 
• Close circuit television 
• Magnifying glasses and hand magnifier 
• Large print materials 
• Braille 
• Talking calculator 
• Tape recorder 
• The plus curriculum 

2. Identification of hearing impairment 
 Identification : Due to the development  

in technology, the identification of hearing impairment has become 
easier. The following are some important techniques for identifying 
impaired children. 

• Development scale 
• Neuro psychological test 
• Medical examination of the children 
• Case study of the child 
• Systematic observation of the child behaviour 

 Assessment of the hearing impaired children 

� Formal 
� Standardized 
� Norm referenced testing 



 

 

 Formal assessment: Are measures that provide 
standardized procedures using statistically based system for 
comparisons. 

 Types: 

� Criterion- referenced 
� Norm-referenced 
� Standardized 

 Informal assessment: Are important sue to the 
difficulties encountered in traditional formal testing and the limited 
set of technically adequate formal assessment tools appropriate for 
use with learners deaf or hard of hearing.  

 It includes: 

� Systematic observations 
� Parent interviews 
� Teacher interviews 
� Student interviews etc. 

 Educational provisions for hearing impairment: 

� Use of hearing aid 
� Vocational training 
� Auditory training 
� Nursery education 
� Class room arrangement  
� Speech reading  
� Role of parents 
� Role of school 

3. Locomotor disability 
 Identification:  Generally, the persons with  

Locomotor disability is identified with their physical deformities and 
activities. Identification of Locomotor disability in a child or an adult 
are: 

• Any deviation or slowness  



 

 

• Excessive stiffness or floppiness of child 
• Lift arm over head 
• Walk a few steps etc. 

 Variables in assessing locomotor disability 

• Strength of muscle  
• Range of joint motion 
• Coordination 
• Sensation etc. 

 Educational provisions for locomotor disability 

• Hands on therapy 
• Assistive device 
• Medication 
• Surgery 
• Special devices and appliances 
• Modifying the environment  

 

4. Children with neurological disorder 

   Identifications: 

• Headache  
• Difficulty with speech 
• Alternation in memory  
• Dizziness etc. 

    

 
 

↓ ↓ 

   

Consciousness 

Arousal Awareness 



 

 

 

 

   Educational provisions: 

• Task analysis  
• Need for assistive technology 
• Applied behaviour analysis etc. 

b. Identification of assessment and education of children with 
intellectual challenges – Gifted, Mentally challenged, 
Autism, Learning difficulties (LD) 

1. Gifted children 
Identification: 

� Intelligence test 
� Scholastic achievement test 
� Observation 
� Commutative record card (CRC) 
� Personality test 
� Creativity test 
� Aptitude test 
� Report of the parents 
� Report of the teachers 
� Performance in co-curricular 

activities 

Assessment procedure for gifted students/ 
children 

     The common intelligence tests arepractice 
in India is:  

� Wechsler’s intelligence scale for children (WISC) 
� Full scale score (FSIQ) 
� Verbal comprehension (VCI) 
� Perceptual reasoning (PRI) 
� Processing speed (PSI) 
� Working memory  



 

 

� Wechsler adult intelligence scale (WAIS) 
� Wechsler preschool and primary scale of intelligence 

(WPPSI) 

Educational provisions for gifted children can be put 
under four categories 

� Selection 
� Acceleration 
� Segregation 
� Enrichment 

2. Mentally challenged or mentally retarded 
children 

Identification : The child will show many of 
the following symptoms through which we can 
identify a child with mental disability; 

• The child may often have congenital abnormalities 
• Academic performance of the child is below average 
• The child has below average intellectual functioning 
• The child has difficulty is paying attention to tasks at hand 
• The language development is delayed in the child with 

mental retardation 
Assessment procedure for mentally retarded 
(MR) children: 

� Intelligence test 
� Socio metric technique 
� Measuring adaptive behaviour 
� Observation 
� Case study  
� Cumulative record 

Educational provisions for mentally retarded 
educable mentally retarded: 

� Individualisation 
� Learning by doing 
� Need for learning readiness 



 

 

� Graded curriculum 
� Repetition 
� Periods of short duration 
� Projects 

Educational provisions for trainable mentally 
retarded children: 

� Self-care 
� Social training 
� Sensory training 
� Language development  
� Craft work and music 
� Habit training 
� Academic proficiency  
� Inspirational subjects 

3. Autism (ASD) 
Identification:  Autism is identified through  

signs and symptoms as indicated below. 

  Babies and toddlers: 

• Not making eye contact 
• Not smiling when smiled at 
• Not responding his or her name or to the 

sound of a familiar voice 
• Not following objects visually 
• Not making noises to get attention 
• Not reading out to be picked up 

 

Older children: 

   Social difficulties: 

• Appears disinterested or unaware of other 
people or what is going on around them 



 

 

• Doesn’t know how to connect with 
others, play or make friends 

• Prefers not to be touched, held or cuddled 
• Has trouble in understanding or talking 

about feelings 

Speech and Language difficulties: 

• Speaks in an abnormal tone of voice or 
with an odds rhythms or pitch 

• Repeats the same word or phrases over 
and over 

• Refer to themselves in the third person 

Assessment procedure for autism: 

� Children appreciation test 
� Thematic appreciation test 

Educational provisions: 

� Psychoanalytic approach  
� Psycho educational approach 
� Humanistic approach 
� Ecological approach and 
� Behavioural approach 

4. Learning difficulties(LD) 
Identification:  Individuals are assessed usually  

as learning disabled after they start having problems in school. 

• Has difficulty in telling the time, 
remembering the order of days, months 
and season and mathematical tables. 

• Seems dull and slow in responding to 
others 

• Cannot correctly recall oral instructions 
when asked to repeat them 



 

 

• Gets easily distracted even by a slight 
disturbance 

• Confuses between left and right 

Assessment of learning disabled children LD: 

• Informal graded word  
• Informal arithmetic test 
• Wechsler – intelligence scale for children 
• Stanford – binet intelligence scale 
• Wide range achievement test etc. 

Educational provisions 

� Day school 
� Special class in a regular school 

Teaching approaches for LD children 

� Asal teaching approach 
� Phonics teaching approach 
� Linguistic teaching approach 
� Language experience teaching approach 
� Programmed instruction teaching 

approach 
� Multisensory teaching approach 
� Rebus pictures teaching approach 

c. Identification, assessment and education of children with 
emotional and behavioural deviations with special 
referenced to ADHD and juvenile delinquency 

1. Identification of emotionally disturbed children: 
• Ability to handle anxiety  
• Feeling of self-work 
• Conformity to demands 
• Peer acceptance 
• Less conflict over independence  
• Setting of realistic goal 



 

 

Identification of behavioural disorder children: 

• Disrupts other children 
• Is compulsive 
• Does not complete the required task  
• Is destructive to own and others belonging  
• Does not follow commands 
• Is undependable  

Children with ADHD: 

   Children with ADHD show deficiencies in both 
academic and social skills. Deficit in attention characteristics of 
ADHD may have a negative effect on learning because they make it 
more difficult for children to pick-up basic information and concepts. 

    

 Educational provision for emotional and behaviour disorder 
children:  It may be of 3 different types. 

a) Day schools which are exclusive for these children 
b) Special class in regular school for emotional disturbed 
c) Integrated setting or school for emotionally disturbed 

Educational provisions for the emotionally disturbed 
children: 

• The psycho educational approach 
• The ecological approach 

Behaviour development strategies: 

• Drain-off of frustration acidity 
• Support for panic, fury and guilt 
• Communication maintenance 
• Umpire service 
• Cognitive behaviour strategies 
• Remediation and tutoring 

2. Identification of juvenile delinquency  



 

 

The delinquency children are identified by observing  

their behaviours in society and social situation. 

 They violate the law of the land and commit offences like thefts 

� Gambling 
� Cheating 
� Pick pocketing 
� Robber 
� Assault 
� Destruction 
� Property 
� Violence etc. 

Assessment of juvenile delinquency children: 

• Segregates from other criminals 
• Available for trail, wherever he is wanted 

 

 

Educational provisions for delinquency children: 

• Adequate schooling 
• Recreational activities 
• School environment 

d. Identification, assessment and education of children with 
socio-cultural deviations and linguistic minorities 

1. Identification of children with socio-cultural 
deviation and linguistic minorities 

• Progressive decline in intellectual functioning 
in school 

• Cumulative academic achievement deficits 
• Reading and learning disabilities 
• Poor language learning 
• Inadequate social learning and observation in 

the absence of model 



 

 

• Lack of analytic ability which is essential for 
learning etc. 

It relates to the following areas of socio cultural 
experiences: 

• Housing conditions 
• Home environment 
• Economic conditions 
• Food and nutrition 
• Clothing 
• Educational experiences etc. 

Assessment of socio cultural deviation and linguistic 
minorities: 

• In order to identify social disadvantage the 
following scales and tests may be used: 

� Deprivation index- Whitemen and 
Deutsch 

� Cultural deprivation index Rath and 
Samant 

� Prolonged deprivation scale- Misra 
and Tripathi 

Educational provisions: 

• Establishment of residential schools 
• Financial help for socio cultural deviated 

children 
• Appointment of expert teachers 
• Craft education 
• Incentives to indigent families 
• Compensatory pre-school education 
• Adjustment of school hours and vacations 
• Adult education programmes 
• Techniques of evaluation 



 

 

• Follow up action 
e. Challenges and prospects in identification and assessment of 

children in inclusive education 
Assessment is a multifaceted process of gathering 

information by using appropriate tools and about placement and the 
educational program for a particular child. Techniques in order to 
make educational decisions. 

  Certain ethical/issues also deserve attention these includes: 

• Evaluation must be in the primary language of 
the child  

• All evaluation devices must be professionally 
and property validated. 

• Tests should be administered by trained 
personal. 

• Assessment should contain more than an I.Q 
test. 

• No one test can be used for placement 
• Adaptive behaviour physical condition and 

cultural background are to be ascertained 
• Pea body picture vocabulary test 
• Illinois test of psycholinguistic abilities 
• Development test of “Visual perception” etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT IV:  VOCATIONAL TRAINING, COMMUNITY BASED 
REHABILITATION AND EDUCATING IN INCLUSIVE 
CLASSROOMS 

a.Concept of shelter workshops, transitory employment 

 

 

 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING 

 “Supplementary to initial training which is part of an ongoing 
process designed to ensure that a person’s knowledge and skills are 
related to the requirements of his/her job and are continuously 
updated.” 

 

 Sheltered workshops: 

  Sheltered workshop is a place where the person with 
disability is admitted to work in the controlled environment. It 
promotes productivity in vocation and living status of person with 
disability.  

  Shelter workshop provides a vocational rehabilitation 
facility in the controlled working environment for person with 
disabilities to gain livelihood with productive vocational status. 

 Features of sheltered workshop: 

• The severely disabled person who cannot avail open 
employment are provided placement in sheltered 
workshop 

• The sheltered workshop provides segregated and 
overprotected environment for persons with 
disabilities 



 

 

• It gets limited admission due to limited space and 
employment 

• Choice of production activities and products is 
limited in sheltered workshop 

• The aged and multiple disabled persons can choose 
sheltered workshop for their convenience 

Transitory Employment (TE): 

 Transitory employment is defined as a work-related 
rehabilitation approach within a controlled working environment with 
the ultimate objective of open employment. 

 Features of TE: 

• Transitory employment offers vocational exploration 
and intensive on-the-job training 

• It also provides short-term training during job 

Advantages of TE: 

• Transitory employment prepares for open 
employment 

• On-the-job training is helpful for seeking a new job 

b. Self employment and extended employment and CBR 

 Self employment: 

  It is a gainful economic activity by a person or group of 
persons in which the work, its location and remuneration are decided 
by the workers. 

  Almost 70 percent of India’s working force is engaged in 
this field. 

 Advantages of self-employment: 

• It does  not pluck out the persons with 
disabilities from their community and 
transplant them in an alien society 



 

 

• The inputs necessary both in terms of money 
and time for the training and setting up in a 
vocation are far less than what it will be in 
preparing them for the organized sector 

• The remuneration earned by the self-employed 
person, in a rural setup, will be more than 
adequate for his needs and will ensure him 
status and security 

The criteria of self-employment: 

• The inputs on training, equipment and worksite 
should be low budget 

• The duration of training should be short- 1 to 3 
years 

• The economics of the projects should be 
commercially feasible – assuring an income at 
least a minimum of Rs.150-200 per day 

• The vocation should be independently 
practicable by the person with disability or only 
with minimum assistance from his family or 
community 

Extended Employment (EE): 

 The extended employment is meant for the persons with severe 
disabilities to get employment in the sheltered workshops.  

 Definition: It is defined as the persons with severe disabilities 
who cannot compete with open or customary market is provided job 
placement, with needed support services for enabling the individual to 
continue in the employment, to work for wages or salary in a non-
integrated or sheltered setting for a public or private non-profit 
agency or organization that provides compensation in accordance 
with the Labour Act. 

 Purpose of EE: 



 

 

• EE supports the persons who have disabilities, who 
presently lack the skill to function in competitive 
employment 

• Sheltered workshops are arranged for the purpose of 
providing an extended employment program for 
severely disabled persons 

• Long-term training and support is provided to people 
working at individual work sites in the community 

Features of EE: 

• The EE program provides supported and centre-
based employment to people with severe mental 
health and/or physical disabilities 

• Because these individuals have more barriers to 
employment; the goals of the program and the 
method of achieving them are modified on an 
individual basis to create a less stressful atmosphere 

Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR): 

 Community Based Rehabilitation is a strategy at the community 
level to uplift the life of persons with disabilities. 

 Definition: WHO defines, “CBR involves measures taken at the 
community level to use and build on the resources of the community, 
including the impaired, disabled and the handicapped persons 
themselves, their families and their community as a whole” 

 Need for CBR:  

To address the need of all the person with disabilities, the present 
rehabilitation centres and special education institutions are very 
meagre and confined to urban areas only. So, CBR is the only option 
to reach persons with disabilities in rural areas and to implement all 
the following components: 

• Prevention and cure of disability 
• Social integration 



 

 

• Inclusion in education  
• Economic rehabilitation  
• Extension of support services 

CBR Implementation process: 

  To provide service for persons with disabilities, 
young persons from the local village are selected for training as 
CBR workers. The CBR workers undertake house-to-house 
survey to identify persons with disabilities. They interview the 
prospective clients and their families and also seek the support 
of the community leaders. Then, with the help of their field 
supervisor and Case Review Committee, they draw up 
individual rehabilitation plan for each client. The house of the 
client becomes the rehabilitation centre and village becomes the 
training site. 

 

Advantages of CBR: 

• All  persons with disabilities who need help can be 
reached 

• Training provided can be individualized and 
therefore it is more appropriate 

• It is more economical and socially desirable 
• Follow-up and long term support can be provided 

Involvement of parents and community in CBR: 

� Accepting person with disability as one among them. 
� Any illness, deficiency or deformity is addressed by 

the specialists. 
� Equal treatment to be given as that of other 

individuals of the family. 
� Allowing them to mingle with neighbours, friends 

and relatives. 
� Equal educational opportunities to be provided. 



 

 

� Building their abilities to take up any vocational or 
professional career. 

� Fulfilling the requirements of person with disabilities 
by providing resources. 

� Supporting the agencies who work for the 
rehabilitation of person with disabilities. 
 

c. Role of mothers, crisis management, counselling 

 Role of mothers in disability management: 

  Every one of the family members is responsible for the 
health of the family. However the mother’s role is more significant in 
the family’s wellbeing. 

• Preconception health  
• Prenatal care 
• Childhood 
• Identification of problems of the born baby 
• Disability 
• Follow-up services 

Crisis management: 

 Disability can bring on a crisis. Crisis is a crucial situation 
that requires changes in normal patterns of behaviour. A family 
crisis is a situation that upsets the normal functioning of the 
family and requires a new set of responses to the stressor. Crisis 
management means the process of handling unexpected and 
sudden changes in the environment of a child with disability. 

 A family crisis due to child’s disability usually has three 
stages: 

� Onset 
� Disorganization 
� Reorganization 



 

 

In order to manage crisis one must attempt the following: 

• Develop a realistic perspective 
• Avoid blame 
• Seek opportunities for better rearing 
• Keep destructive impulses in check 
• Seek counselling 

Counselling: 

 Counselling is an interactive learning process contracted 
between counsellor(s) and client(s), be they individuals, 
families, groups or institutions, which approach in a holistic 
way, social, cultural, economic and/or emotional issues. 

• Personal counselling 
• Family counselling 
• Case management 
• Family dispute resolution 
• Vocational counselling 

d. Intervention by Multidisciplinary team, referral  services 

 Intervention by Multidisciplinary team: 

  A multidisciplinary team consists of the 

• Rehabilitation field workers 
• CBR personnel 
• Special teachers and  
• Medical professionals  

These personnel join together to identify the person with 
disabilities, diagnose the physical and mental problems 
and referral for medical, educational or rehabilitation 
intervention. 

 Functions of Multidisciplinary team: 

• To screen the persons with disabilities 



 

 

• To refer to the medical intervention 
• To provide follow-up service during medical 

intervention 
• To give home-based training for 

accommodating in the schools 
• To refer to the formal education 
• To provide placement service 
• To create disability awareness and management 

in the community 

Referral services: 

 Referral service is the service provided to the persons with 
ailment to seek early intervention programs like medical, 
educational or rehabilitation intervention. This service is 
provided by the trained personnel and/or professionals. 

 Referral service refers: 

• All the persons with ailments to local hospital. 
For example, persons with eye ailments are 
referred to the local eye care agency or an eye 
hospital 

• Children of school going age who suffer from 
disability, to the nearby school 

• Adult persons with disabilities to the relevant 
organizations for getting rehabilitation services 

• All the persons with multiple disabilities t the 
residential institutes or such field programs 
devoted to such persons 
 

e. Need for creation of physical psychological, sociological 
barrier free environment within and outside the classroom 

Barriers free access refers to universal access for all 
children and adults with in the school. This is particularly 
relevant in the context of children with special needs 



 

 

because they have variety of leaning needs which need to 
be addressed as they face many problems in the society. 

The physical environment of learning for students with 
special needs: 

  They physical environment (class-room lay out and 
appearance, class room arrangement, furniture arrangement etc) 

  Contribute a lot to promote active learning method. As 
there should be adequate well maintained and furnished class-rooms 
to effectively conduct teaching learning process. Therefore the place 
where the child is positioned in the class, the way the class-room 
materials are arranged, the effects of sound environment and the 
conditions of a building play a vital role in enhancing or retarding the 
learning process of visually impaired children. 

  

 

Sociological and psychological barrier free environment: 

  It is a challenge to the family, society, teacher’s 
administrators as well as institutional mechanism working in the field 
of education for all. The child may not come to school because of 
various barriers both social and physical. At the school level there are 
various barriers starting with the attitude of the teacher to the attitudes 
of the peer group which psychologically affects the child and the most 
important is physical barriers. This should not be limited only to 
buildings and physical infrastructure, but also curriculum and 
teaching learning processes.  

 General strategies for barrier free environment: 

• Access to physical environment 
• Access to curriculum/teaching leaning processes 
• Strategies for children with moving difficulties and 

cerebral palsy 



 

 

• Strategies for children with Intellectual difficulties/ 
Mental retardation 

• Strategies for children with hearing difficulties 
• Strategies for children with visual difficulties 
• Strategies for children with multiple disabilities 

f. Assistive devices and technologies required for education of 
children with special needs in inclusive class-room 

Assistive device: assistive are any devices or acids that can 
directly help persons with disabilities gaining greater 
independence in understanding activities of daily living 
pursuing education, acquiring movement in the built 
environment, working and engaging in leisure activities. 

1. Aids for reading 
2.  Aids for writing 
3. Aids and appliances for visually impaired: 

Aids and appliances used by totally blind: 
• Writing device 

� Braille slate and stylus 
� Natesan block 
� Alphabet plate 
� Brailler 

 
• Mathematical devices 

� Abacus 
� Geometrical set and drawing 

tool 
� Talking phones 

Aids and appliances for children with low-vision: 

� Basic low vision devices 
� Optical low vision devices 
� Non-optical low vision 

devices 

Aids and appliances for hearing impairment: 



 

 

• Audiometer 
• Speech trainer 
• Hearing aids 
• Hearing aid test box 
• Assessment tests 
• Group hearing aids 
• Toys for playing 
• Model of ear 
• Computers 

Types of hearing aids: 

• Pocket model 
• Behind the ear (BTE) 
• In the ear (ITE) 
• Spectacle type 
• Bone conduction (BC) hearing aid 

 

 

Aids and appliances for Locomotor impairment: 

• Prosthetic devices 
• Writing aids 
• Orthotic devices 
• Assistive devices 
• Aids for reading 
• Aids for writing 

Aids for intellectually impaired: 

• Psychological tests 
• Play therapy set, Montessori teaching set, 

Kindergarten set 
• Television and VCR 
• Toys 



 

 

• Thematic chats 
• Computers 

g. Need for parent and community involvement to promote 
positive behaviours and social competence children with 
special learning needs 

“Everyone belong to these schools, everyone is welcome 
to the school” 

Need for parent involvement to promote positive behaviours 
and social competence children with special learning needs: 

 A crucial barrier to effective education for special 
needs children is non-involvement of parents in the 
process educating children with special needs. 
 In most cases parents send their children to school 
but they are not involved in any aspects of inclusion such 
as assessment, decision making and education of their 
children. Parent contact programme will motivate parents 
for their involvement in the process of education for 
children with special needs. 
 Involvement and co-operation of the parents in the 
education of special need children are very important. 
 They should discuss timely with teachers. 
 They should show positive hopes for the future of 
their special needs children by providing them required 
instructional materials. 
 The education of children with special needs is a 
share task of parents and professionals. 

Need for community involvement to promote positive 
behaviours and social competence children with special learning 
needs: 

 Involvement of the community o social intervention is a 
necessary condition for the success of the education of children with 
special needs. 



 

 

 Decentralization and local are based planning favours 
greater involvement of communities in education and training of 
children with special needs. 

 Local administration should encourage community 
participation by giving support to representative associations and 
inviting them to take part in decision making community support 
should be sought in order to supplement in school activities provide 
help in doing home work and compensate for lack of family support. 

h. Need for multidisciplinary approach to address  the 
educational needs of children with special learning needs 

Multi-disciplinary approach: 
 The term “multidisciplinary approach” refers to the 
interaction of two or more discipline. 
 Every child matters: (Children act-2004) 

• Build services around the child 
• Understand and respond to children’s 

need in a holistic way  
• Support parents, career and families 
• Focus on opportunities for all 

Multi-agency working: 

• Education 
• Social care 
• Health  
• Children services 

Multi-disciplinary term: 

• Field  worker 
• CBR personal 
• Special teacher 
• Medical professional 

Approaches + Learning  

       



 

 

Auditory        Oral 

 

 

 

 

Kinaesthetic     Visual       Tactile 

 

Access to the curriculum: 

• Differentiation 
• Specialist learning resources 
• Use of ICT  
• Software/ hardware 
• Personalized learning 
• Flexibility 

Supporting learning disabilities in the class-room: 

• Class teacher 
• Support assistant 
• Specialist teacher 
• Speech and language therapist 
• Educational psychologist 
• Learning mentors 
• Counsellor 
• School nurse 
• Key worker 
• Lead professional 
• Parents 

Intervention by multi-disciplinary: 

 The nature of work carried out by the individuals in 
the multi-disciplinary team is as follows: 



 

 

• Field worker 
• CBR personnel 
• Special teachers 
• Medical professionals 

 

UNIT V:  STUDENTS AWARNESS, POLICIES AND 
LEGISLATION 

 

a.Planning, organization and conducting programmes in the 
community, media, selection for role play, drama, puppetry, 
dance, exhibition, postal display and folk arts 

Planning Disability awareness program: 

 Disability awareness means educating people regarding 
disabilities as the biggest barriers people with disabilities encounter 
are other people. There is need to focus on successful role models of 
disabled persons for bringing the positive attitude of the community 
towards disabled people.  

 As a first step, planning is a vital one to focus the strategy and 
implementation of successful program at thecommunity level. This is 
huge role and there are many barriers, which must be recognized by 
the persons who work with disabled person, so that realistic targets 
are planned.  

 Positive attitudes towards people with disabilities would most 
likely develop when awareness programs addresses three key 
features: 

• Interaction between people with disabilities and people 
without disabilities must be based on experience as much 
as possible 

• There must be equal status in the relationship between the 
person with a disability and a person without disability 

• Each person should be working towards a common goal 



 

 

The following list represents a minimum of elements that should be 
considered in the planning process: 

• Establish various committees 
• Situation analysis 
• Agree on objectives and targets 
• Identify stakeholders role, responsibilities and levels of 

decision making 
• Make agreements with partners/donors and relevant 

government structures  
• Arrange a group of resource persons 
• Choose methods in terms of: 

� How to present the message 
� Theme 
� Who to involve implementation/activities 

• Decide on how finances will be administered 
• Time schedule  

Organising and conducting disability awareness program: 

 Various committees constituted for conducting disability 
awareness program are to function collectively with perfect 
coordination. 

 Disability awareness program in the community may be 
conducted for: 

• Community leaders 
• Public 
• Teachers 
• Students 
• Medical personnel 
• Government officials 
• Media etc. 

Public awareness meeting would be conducted by arranging 
drama, music, poetry, dance, etc. 



 

 

The production of various awareness materials (poster, leaflet, 
booklet, T-shirts, banners, newsletters, video, radio program and 
so on) must correspond with available resources. 

Media Selection: 

 Media selection is very important in conducting awareness 
program on disability at the community. Both print and visual media 
are used for the awareness programs. Appropriate communication 
media for the general public are: 

� TV 
� Audio 
� Slideshows 
� Posters 
� Street theatres etc. 

The student-teachers can use various media to create awareness 
among public towards disability. The student-teacher takes the 
training at the teacher training institutions on using various 
media for creating disability awareness in the community. 

Role-play: 

 Role-playing is performed for changing one’s behaviour 
towards disability. Through role-play, the awareness can be created 
on avoidance of stereotype attitude towards persons with disabilities, 
prevention of disabilities, educating disabled children, rehabilitation 
of the disabled persons and so on. 

 Role-Play allows students to understand how both the daily 
physical and social barrier can affect. They also get to explore how to 
make their environment more accessible for a person with disability. 

Drama: 

 Drama is a play of events in real life that is intended for 
representation by actors impersonating the characters and performing 
the dialogue and action. 

 A drama is acted by four student-teachers 



 

 

 Two students act as father and mother  

 One person is a counsellor  

 Another person is a public 

Puppetry: 

 Puppetry means the art of making puppets and presenting 
puppet shows. Puppet theatre is the most effective method of 
community awareness. 

 The people from the target community relate themselves with 
puppetry very well. The puppets used are very beautiful and 
colourful. 

 The advantages of puppet theatre are: 

� It is very low-cost medium 
� It does not require large space 
� The time and efforts required are minimal 

Dance: 

 Dance programs also play a role in changing the attitude of 
public towards disability. 

 ‘Ability Unlimited’ is a professional dance troupe of disabled 
people in India.  

 The troupe provides training and employment opportunities for 
its members. 

 It exposes the artistic capacities of people with disabilities.  

 The student-teacher can also perform dance. They can practice 
dance by sitting in wheelchair, tying one leg below the knee, backside 
or blindfold.  

Exhibition: 

 Exhibition is a public show where art or other interesting things 
are put so that people can go and look at them. The exhibition may 
aim to provide the latest services, resources, products and information 



 

 

for individuals with developmental, sensory, emotional or physical 
disabilities.  

 The student-teachers should organize the exhibition with the 
guidance of the professors and the professionals in the field of special 
education and rehabilitation of the disabled.  

Posters display: 

 Poster is a large, usually printed placard, bill or announcement, 
often illustrated that is posted to advertise or publicize something. A 
display is an arrangement of things that have been put in a particular 
place, so that people can see them easily. Many posters are to be 
displayed at various nodes to spread the awareness about disability. 

Folk Arts: 

 Folk arts are the visual arts, music, dance or literature 
originating from or traditional to the common people of a country. 
Folk arts usually reflect their traditional culture. They also tend to be 
applied art- artistic objects which also have some practical use.  

 The following are some of the folk arts used for disability 
awareness in the community. 

• Kummi 
• Oyilattam 
• Thappattam 
• Puppet show 
• Villupaatu 

b. Psychology of awareness – reporting 

 Psychology of awareness: 

  Awareness programs are conducted to make the public 
understand the themes that are helpful for their life. While planning 
awareness programs, we have to analyze as to for whom these 
programs are conducted; whether these programs make an impact on 



 

 

their life. Disability awareness programs are conducted in the 
community after well planning and organization. 

• Language 
• Use of role models 
• Selection of media 
• Place and time 

Reporting: 

 Reporting refers to recording of the activities of the 
individuals/group or organization as document to the knowledge 
of the top management and also to the beneficiaries or public. 

 The reporting of the disability awareness program of the 
student-teachers in the community may include the following 
headings with description: 

• Introduction 
• Statement of the program 
• Rationale of the program 
• Objective of the program 
• Formation of various committees and its functions 
• Requirement of equipments, appliances, devices, 

aids, other materials 
• Selection of media 
• Identification and use of resources 
• Planning stage 
• Organization stage  
• Conducting the program 
• Evaluating of the program 
• Achievements and limitations 
• Follow-up actions 
• Conclusion 

c. International legislation – Salamanca declaration, UNESCAP,  

\UNCRPD 



 

 

 1. International legislations 

  The policies and legislations on disability are framed 
for empowering the person with disabilities to live better 
life on par with non-disabled persons. Though each 
country has its own policy frame works, there policy frame 
works are mainly based on the international policies, 
observation of UN declarations and recommendations of 
world conferences on disability. All policies and 
legislations emphasize the rights of persons with 
disabilities in education employment and empowerment in 
the society. 

2. Salamanca declaration 
Salamanca frame works: (994) 
 The most important international policy 
document about inclusion: 
 A documents: 
  The Salamanca statement frame work for 
action on special needs education. 
 The Salamanca statement: 

• UNESCO meeting in Salamanca 
Spain 7-10th of June 1994 

• 300 participate 
• Representing 92 governments 
• Gives concrete guide line for action 

and responsibility 

The Salamanca statement built on: 

• Universal declaration of Human 
rights (1948) 

• Conclusions from “The world 
conference on education for all” 
(1990) 



 

 

• United nations “standard rules on 
the equalization of opportunities for 
persons with disabilities” (1993) 

3. United nation economic and social commission for 
Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP) 

Government in the Asian and Pacific region have  

declared the extension of the Asian and Pacific Decade, 2003-2012. 

 The BMF (Biwako Millennium Frame) identifies the 
following priority areas: 

• Self-help organization of persons with disabilities and 
related family and parental association 

• Women with disabilities 
• Early detection early intervention and education 
• Training and employment including self-employment 
• Access to build environments and public transport 

1. Objectives of the convention: 
a) Recognize that person with disabilities are entitled to 

the full range of rights, which are principally guaranteed 
in the united nations charter on the human rights and 
delineated in the six core human rights treaties. 

b) Manifest the paradigm shift from a charity model 
approach to disability to a human rights approach to 
disability. 

c) Manifest the paradigm shift from a charity model 
approach to disability  

d) Ensure rights- based development for persons with 
disabilities. 

2. Principles to be embodies in the convention: 
a) Reaffirm that person with disabilities enjoy the same 

range of human rights as persons without disabilities. 
b) Ensure non-discrimination and equal opportunity. 

Acknowledge that lack of provision actions to eliminate 
barriers is a form of discrimination. 



 

 

c) Ensure participation of all stakeholders in monitoring 
and review processes, first and foremost persons with 
abilities their organizations and human rights 
organizations. 

3. Scope of the convention: 
The convention should cover civil, cultural economic,  

political and social rights of persons with disabilities. 

4. Definition: 
Definition of disability may be based on the international 
classification of functioning, disability and health (ICF) 

5. Elements of the convention 
• University of rights of persons with disabilities 
• Definition of disability 
• Definition of discrimination based on disability 
• State parties obligations in applying the convention 
• Procedure for remedies enjoyed by individuals 

6. Monitoring and evaluation mechanism of the implementation of 
the convention 

7. Mode of negotiation of the convention – formation of a working 
group and/ or consultative group 

 

4. UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION OF RIGHTS 
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (UNCRPD) -
2006 

The general assembly of the United Nations 
unanimously adopted the (UNCRPD) and its optional 
protocol on the 13th of December 2066. This 
international treaty together with its optional protocol 
was opened for signature on the 30th of March 2007. 
The UNCRPD (and not its optional protocol) was 
ratified by India in October 2007. It came into force the 
world over with effect from May 3rd may 2008. 



 

 

 Article 3 of the said convention envisages general principles 
which include: 

• Respect for dignity, autonomy freedom to make one’s own 
choice and independence of persons 

• Non discrimination 
• Full in effective inclusion and participation in society  
• Equality of opportunity  
• Accessibility 
• Equality between men and women 

 

d. National Legislation: NPE-1986, POA- 1992, RCI ACT -
1992, PWD ACT -1995 with latest amendments, national 
trust Act – 1999, RTE ACT -2009 

 1. National policy of education (NPE)-1986 

  The NPE was adopted by Indian parliament in 1986. 
The emphasis was given on removal of disparities and 
equalization of educational opportunity under the chapter 
education of the handicapped.  

 The following measure will be taken with is regard: 

• Wherever it is feasible, the education of 
children with motor handicaps and other mild 
handicaps will be common with that of others 

• Special schools with hostels will be provided, 
as for as possible at district headquarters, for 
the severely handicapped children. 

• Adequate arrangements will be made to give 
vocational training to the disabled. 

• Voluntary effort for the education of the 
education of the disabled will be encourage in 
every possible meaner. 

2. Programme of action (POA) -1992 



 

 

The POA has made an analysis of situation that since  

1991-1992 about 30,000 children with disability have availed special 
benefits under the scheme of integrated education for disabled 
children (IEDC) and also 60,000 children with milk disabilities 
received resources support without special benefits. 

• The project integrated education for disabled (PIED) 
is being implemented as a field of demonstration, in 
one block each in ten states and union territories. 

• Each DIET has been provided a resource centre for 
orientating elementary teacher. Faculty from 102 
DIETS have so far received induction training at the 
NCERT. 

• The ministry of welfare had taken steps to ensure 
supply of trained man power to special schools and 
improve standards in their schools through the 
national institute for the handicapped. 

• The apprenticeship training scheme are reserved for 
candidates who are handicapped but have the 
aptitude and are fit to undergo the required training 

3. Rehabilitation council of India (RCI ACT) – 1992 
The rehabilitation council of India (RCI) Act 1992  

was passed by the parliament which came into force with effect from 
June 22, 1993. 

 Objectives of RCI: 

• To regulate the training policies and programs in the 
field of rehabilitation of people with disabilities. 

• To bring about standardization of training course for 
professionals dealing with people with disabilities. 

• To regulate these standards in all training institutes 
uniformly throughout the country. 

• To promote research in Rehabilitation  
and special education. 



 

 

• To maintain a central rehabilitation register for 
registration of professionals/ personnel.  

4. Persons with disabilities (PWD ACT) -1995 
“The persons with disabilities act 1995” has come 
into enforcement on February 7,1996. This law is an 
important land mark and is a significant step in the 
direction to ensure equal opportunities for people 
with disabilities and their full participation in the 
nation building. 

 Main provisions of the act: 

• Prevention and early detection of disabilities 
• Education  
• Employment  
• Non-discrimination 
• Research and man power development 
• Affirmative action 
• Social security 
• Grievance redress 

5. National Trust Act, 1999 
“The national trust for the welfare of persons with  

Autism, cerebral palsy, Mental retardation and multiple disabilities 
act, 1990 received the assent of the president on the 30 December, 
1999” 

 Objectives of the trust: 

• To enable empower person with disability to live as 
independent and as fully as possible with is and as 
close to the community which they belong. 

• To strengthen facilities to provide support to persons 
with disabilities to live within their own families  

• To extend support to registered organization to 
provide need based services during period of crisis in 
the family of persons with disability 



 

 

• To deal with problems of persons with disability who 
do not have family support 

• To promote measures for the care and protection who 
do not have family support 

• To do any other act which is incidental to the afore 
said objects 

6. Right to information Act (RTE ACT) -2009 
The RTE act attempts to provide an enabling  

Environment for disabled children to enter school, attend and 
complete elementary education. While the original RTC act passed in 
April 1, 2010 specifically mention children with disability, the 
amendment passed in 2012 resulted in an expanded definition of 
children with disability and other enabling measures. 

� Section-3 
� Section-29 
� Section-30 

As per right of children to free and compulsory education  

RTE act,2009 every child is entitled to free text books under – SSA. 
(SarvaSikshaAbhiyan). CWSN (children with special needs) are also 
provided assistive devices and educational material free of costing 
during 2014-15, under SSA. 

e. Government schemes and provisions SSA, RMSA with 
special reference – to the provisions and activities aimed at 
meeting the needs of children with special learning needs 
 
1. SSA(2000) SarvaShikshaAbhiyan 

SSA has been operational since 2000 – 2001 in partnership  

With state government to achieve the goal of universalisation of 
elementary education. 

 This adopts a ZERO rejection policy and uses an approach of 
converging various existing schemes and programmes. It covers the 
following components under education for children with disability –  



 

 

• Early detection and identification 
• Functional and formal assessment  
• Education placement  
• Aids and appliances 
• Support services 
• Teacher training 
• Resource support  
• Individual educational plan  
• Planning and management  

Objectives of SSA: 

• All children in school, education guarantee, centre. 
Alternate school, “Back to school” camp by 2003 

• All children complete five years of primary schooling by 
2007 

• All children complete eight years of elementary schooling 
by 2010 

• Focus on elementary education of satisfactory quality with 
emphasis on education for life 

• Universal reiteration by 2010 

Components on education of CWSN under SSA: 

• Awareness 
• Necessary infrastructure for planning and management  
• Earl detection and identification 
• Functional and formal assessment 
• Educational placement  
• Aids and appliances 

RashtriyaMadhyamikShiksha: 

 Moving towards universalisation of secondary education (USE) 
after achieving encouraging progress in the Nations efforts to 
universalise elementary education (UEE) through 
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan(SSA). The ministry of Human Resource 



 

 

Development (MHRD) in March 2009 in partnership with stage 
government and other stake holders.  

 RMSA covers all government high schools/ secondary schools 
and local body secondary schools in the state. Under this scheme we 
are focussing on  

1. ICT in schools 
2. Vocational education and 
3. Inclusive secondary state (IEDSS) 

Need of the partnership with NGOs: 

  Provide universal access to secondary level 
education by 2017 (by the 12th five year plan) 

 

 

 

 


