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upon one's own self

certainly one's own father(Protecter),
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a.He who is really handsome never taunts anybody. He who
aiways talks evil becomes a reviler, :
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a.The Wise, on hearing both goc ;
choose (accept) only what is good as geese take
with water,
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a.The good lives happily not seeking faults, The wicked always
secks evil. For which pood men are spoken of evil by the wicked, the
good never speaks of the same to wicked.
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2. There is nothing more ridiculous in the world than that of those

who are themselves wicked should represenl the good as wicke
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2. There is no virtue higher than truth. There &
truth, Nothing is worse than untristh existing i
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a.bnow him as the most unfortunate among men, who wounds
vital parts of men by hard words, and has cruel words, and who wounds
men by thorns of words and he carries Rakshasa in his mouth.
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a.The arrows of speech whorled from the mo
by those arrows, waeps -:ia:,r and nj,g,hJ. The wiaﬁ

a.There is n-nthjng m.-'
than friendship, charity and §
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a.The wicked men, even if born in virtuous race, deluded by
passions, overwhelmed with misery by their own deeds.
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a.They, who have many relatives of heroic and virtuous, lis

hapmly i this world without sorrows,

b 57k TR ST 41 a9l
?ﬁﬂaﬂ@wﬁla:rmﬁmwﬂ.

A3 e e e 3
H?ﬂéﬁﬁ@?ﬁé}?mﬁr

a.He, who has no jea ;
happiness in this world like a single e
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a.He 18 a true man, upon whem, favours are never lost. He pays
back 10 others more than that, what he receives from others.
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a.The time does not smash one's head with upmis
is the strength of time that it makes one behold evil

evil.
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a.Fate steels intelligence like ﬂliflu,gmme (light) fallen in eye. Man,
tied as 1t were with a cord falls under the control of fate.
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a.A foe, allowed to grow with power, however silly he
swallows one, like the ant-hill grown at the mafg": ]
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a.He, who is steady in calamity, is skilled, ever exerting, vigilant
and humble, will always meet with prosperity.
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a.Day by day, thousand types of
overwhelm a ignorant not a leamed.
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a.That person, to whom the agreeable and the disagreeable, joy and
sorrow, past and future are the same. is possess all kinds of wealth.
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a.Very powerful and powerless are borm in t
ree contains two branches with fruits and witho
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a.The' tiger without
cutdown. The tiger the ,.:-
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a.He, that waits u
upon one that is possess
takes his colour from
in which it is soaked.
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PON one that is good or upon orne that is wicked,
ed of ascetic merit or upon one that is thief, soon
thet comopanion of his like a clothe from the dye
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him whom he regards or like that which he w
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Prologue
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May success attend the good in their
undertakings (Lit - in the object they wish to
accomplish) by the favor of that Dhurjati, on whose
head there is a digit of the moon looking like a streak

of the foam of the Ganges.
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This Hitopadesa (the work inculcating salutary
instruction) when studied (lit., carefully attended to)

sives (the student) proficiency in elegant speeches, a

variety of expression in every direction and a

knowledge of the conduct of human affairs.
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Learning endows one with modesty; from
(having) modesty one passes on to (gets) worthiness:
being worthy one obtains riches; from riches religious
merit and from that happiness.

799 ST U: HERT AT 99T |
FAFSOA ANl Alaaes F2a ||

As an impression made upon a raw (earthen)
pot can undergo no change afterwards - so (following

the same principle) in this work the science of conduct

(or policy) is taught to youths under the guise of stories.

[The subjects of | *The acquisition of friendse,
"The separation of friends”, “Making war” and
"Concluding peace” are written upon, extracts being
made from Panchatantraand other works.
2
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On the bank of the Bhagirathi(Ganga) there is
2 city named Pataliputra. In it there was a king,
Sudarshana by name, endowed with all princely
qualities. That king once heard a couple of Slokas

(stanzas) chanted by some one; (viz.)-
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He. who does not possess ( a knowledge of)
Sasira. the universal eye, which totally removes various
doubts and discusses things hidden from view, is surely

blind.
A e e |
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Youth, abundance of wealth, sovereignty and
3




inconsiderateness are the source ol calamity even

singly: what then, where all these four are combinedin

a 1Tl
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On hearing this, the king, who was distracted at
heart, on account of the non-attendance to (the
commands of the) Sastras of his sons who had no
knowledge of the Sastras and who always followed
the wrong path, thought to himself:-
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What is the good of (what benefit can accrue
from) having a son who is neither learned nor pious
(dutiful); (for) what is the use of an eye that is blind? It
simply causes occular pain.
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Moreover, if the mother of the boy, for whom the
little finger does not bend down hastily at the
commencement of the enumeration of the number of
meritorious men, be said to have given birth to a son,
then say, what a barren woman would be like to (i.e.,

she 1s as good as a barren woman).

9 9| FEHE O G 7 ¥ GEvA |
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[t is better to have one meritorious son than a

hundred of foolish ones; the single moon disples
darkness; and not the whole firmament of stars.

A father who contracts debts ( leaves nothing to
his son but a legacy of debt) is an enemy, and 80 18 a
mother, false to her bed; a beautiful wife is an enemy;

and such is an illiterate son.
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Learning if not kept up by constant study 1s
poison; taking food after indigestion is poison; 10 a
poor man a public assembly is poison; and to an old

man a youthful wife 1s poison.
TepTRH 7 A TOE: R | A

Then how shall I now make my sons

accomplished ! For:-

HRRETETY T QAR |

o7 & Ao o aHor @ T ST |
Food, sleep, fear and the enjoyment of

sensualpleasures - these men share in common with

beasts; surely the sense (performance) of duty is their

special attribute (distinguishing mark): devoid of this

they are degraded to the level of (stand on a level with)

beasts,
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These are the idle words of some, incapable of
doing anything.
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Fortunes approaches him, the lion among men,
who is industrious. It is the weak - minded who say
‘Fate gives’. Dismissing all idea about (killing) fate,
put forth manly efforts depending upon -your own
strength; and if, after an exertion is made, success attend
not, where is the blame (you are not to blame; or, find

out where the fault lay?)
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And further, Works are accomplished by
industry and not by (idle) wishes; for the deer enter
not the mouth of a sleeping lion.
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Having thus meditated the king convened a
council of the learned. The king said - O Pandits, listen.
[s there such a learned man among you, as is able to
make my sons who are always going astray and who
are ignorant of the Sastras, undergo a secqnd birth (as
it were) by giving them instruction in the science of

conduct. For,

FrE: FETGGTET TR i |
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A piece of glass, by being in contact with gold.,
possesses the lustre of emerald: similarly a fool attains
proficiency by being in the company of the wise.
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Then a great Pandit, Vishnusarman by name,
who knew all the principles of the Science of conduct
(or, who know the very essence of the entire science
of conduct) spoke like a second Brhuspati - My lord,
these princes are born of an exalted race. They are,
therefore, capable of being instructed by me in the
Nitisastra.l will, therefore, make your sons well versed
in the Nitisastra within the space of six months. The

king spoke again respectfully -

FIRISTg Qqﬂmﬁfﬁrﬂzﬁf Tl BR: |
sromfy A See Hefe: Gufied: ||

[Fven an insect ascends the head of the wise by
being in contact with flowers; a stone also attains
divinity when well consecrated by the great.
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. therefore, give you fall discretionary power
as regards giving instructions to my sons in the science
of conduct. Having said so the king entrusted his sons

to Vishnusarman with great respect.

Old Tiger and Traveler
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Once while roaming in the southern forest | saw

- A certain old tiger, having bathed and taken Kusa

erass in his paw, used to address (the passers by sitting)
10




on the margin of a lake (thus) - “Ho, ho, travellers,
take this gold bracelet”. Then a certain traveller,

attracted by greed, thought to himself - This happens
by good luck. But I must not proceed in a matter where

there is personal risk. For,

Although a desired object be obtained from an
undesirable source, the result is not good; even nectar
(sweet - food), which is contaminated with poison,

leads to death.
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But an attempt to get wealth is in every case, attended

with peril. And it is said in connection with this -
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Let me threfore carefully see 1t. He said aloud -
‘Where is thy bracelet? The tiger stretched forth his
paw and shewed it. The traveller said - How am I to
trust thee who art ferocious 7 The tiger replied - Listen,
O traveller. Formerly, indeed. in the days of youth, |
was extremely wicked. On account of my slaughter of
many a cow and man, my sons and wife perished; and
Lam without issue. I was then advised by a holy man
to practise charity and do such other holy deeds

12



Following his counsel, I am now in the habit of bathing
and giving gifts; I am old and have lost my nails and

teeth; how can I not be an object of confidence then!
For,

Sacrificing, studying one's prescribed portion
(of the Vedas), Charity, penance, truthfulness,
patience, forgiveness and freedom from avarice - this
is the eightfold way of doing religious duties as laid
down in the Smritis,
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And so great 1s my freedom from desire, that I
wish to give away, to any body whatsoever, the gold
bracelet although secure in my hand. Yet the

13



Hinate) talk of the people that a tiger

t to be avoided (warded off). For fﬂtﬂ .

d the codes of the religious { » On
aw H

. Hegy

(indescri!
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O son of Pandu, as
. is a shower of rai
a
M@(@sm} land, or food to one afflicted w'ﬂin to the
s0 is a gift to the poor, full of fruit ith hunger,
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Moreo '
e a:;n:‘, 'In ref'usmg and giving, in pleasure
disagrmgle amm things (acts) agreeable and
, aman knows the standard (of action) by

14
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Youare in hard distress ( extremely ill-situated)
and hence I am endeavouring to give it to you.It is

said -
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A gift, which is given for the sake of charity, to
one who 1s not a benefactor (who cannot make a return
for it), and in the proper place, at the proper time and
to a proper recipient is, ( the sages) consider, a gift of

the best sort.
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Therefore, bath in this lake and accept this gy

bracelet. Thereupon, placing confidence in b Words
no sooner did the traveller enter the lake for bath,

then he stuck in deep mud and was unabje to ruy
away. The tiger seeing him plunged into the e
said - Ha, you have fallen into deep mud. Iwil]
you out of it. Saying so he approached him gently:
and the traveller being seized by the tiger reflecteq .

1
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That he reads the texts of religious law or
studies the Vedas, is no reason why confidence
should be reposed in a villain; it is the nature that

predominate in such a case: just as by nature the milk
of cows is sweet.

16
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I, therefore, did not do well in that | placed
confidence in this ferocious beast. For, says the

precept-
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Trust should never be placed in rivers, in
persons having weapons in thier hands, in animals
armed with claws, and horns, as well as in women

and royal families.

TG | g & THGERT HerTETRR
SYTTAFRGRT iy HEaR |
fereefy fefermgzrent Tgumr
fefiaanly oo e & qqg: ||

And further, That well-known sporter in the sky,
the destroyer of sin (darkness) possessor of a thousand
rays (hands) and marching in the midst of

17



the stars, - even he, the Moon, is devoured (ec| iDseg

by Rahu, by the decree of fate: who is able effac
. ] ace

what is written on the forehead?

While thus musing he was killed by the tiger,
and eaten. Therefore I say ‘The traveller , who through
the lust of a bracelet, sank into deep mire and being
caught by an old tiger , lost his life.

Cat and Vulture
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There is a large Parkati tree on the hill, named
Gridhrakut (the peak of Vultures), on the bank of the
Bhagirathi.In its hollow dwelt, with his claws and eyes
gone through an adverse turn of fate, a Vulture,
Jaradgava by name. Now, out of pity, the birds,
roosting in the tree, spared small portions from their
food and gave them to him. He lived on that and looked
after the young birds. Now, once a Cat, named
Dirghakarna ( the long - eared) came there to eat the
youngs of the birds. Seeing him coming, the nestlings
being terror - stricken, raised a cry. Hearing it
Jaradgava asked - who 1s this that is coming?
Dirghakarna, seeing the Vulture, said in alarm - Alas,

it 1s all up with me. However,

19



One should dread a danger only as long as it hg -
arrived, but seeing that the danger has Come, 2 my,

should do what the occasion demands.
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Now that I am in his presence, I cannot run away.
So let things take what course they may. I will first
create confidence in him and then approach him. Thus
resolved, he went forth and said - Sir, I salute you.
The Vulture asked - who are you? He replied - A Cat.
The Vulture said - Get away, else I shall have to kill
you. The Cat said - In the first place, hear me, and

then, if you deem me to be worthy of death, let me nof
live. F or,

|
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Is any one killed or honoured merely because
he belongs to a particular caste? It is only on one’ s

actions (conduct) being fully known that one is found
fit to merit death or respect.
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The Vulture said - Explain why you have come
here. The Cat replied - I dwell here on the bank of the
Ganges, bathing everyday, living a life of celibacy and
practising the vow of Chandrayana. All birds, worthy
of confidence, always declare before me that you are
devoted to the study of religious law. Hence did I
come here to hear from you, who are advanced both in
knowledge and years (old both as regards

21



knowledge and age), the holy law. But your honour is
so well versed in that law that you are ready to kill me,
a guest. While the duty of a house-holder is this -

Fitting hospitality should be shown even to a
foe coming to the house: the tree withdraws not its
shade from its cutter,

A A o ARG T ety o T 9
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And if there be no wealth, a guest should be
honoured with kind words at least. For, Fire is the
object of worship to the twice-born (Brahmanas), and
the Brahmana to the (four) castes; the husband is the

only object of adoration to his wife, while a guest 1s
the object of reverence everywhere.,

22
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Also, Even a low-born person, coming to the
house of one of a high caste, should be honoured as he
deserves; (for) a guest represents himself in all gods.
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The Vulture said - The Cat 1s fond of flesh; and
the youngs of birds live here: therefore, I say so. The
Cat, on hearing this, touched the ground and then his
ears and said - I having learnt the code of religious
ordinances and being free from passion have
undertaken this strenuous vow of the moon. Although
the religious texts disagree with one another (in other

aspects) they are quite at one in this that abstinence
from killing is the highest religious duty. For,

23
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Those men, Who are averse to all sort Gfkﬂling,
who bear all things and who are the refuge of all, gq ¢

heaven.
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Having thus inspired confidence (in the Vaulture)
the Cat abode in the hollow of the tree. Thereafter, a5
days passed on, he attacked the young birds, brought
them into the hollow and devoured them every day
(Now) an inquiry was set on by those birds whose
young nestlings were eaten and who being sorrow-

stricken were lamenting. -

) c
TERIE AR HIENGE ae: Fodd: |

TAIETIRTET FEwetaT qoney TasRai

24




On perceiving this, the Cat slipped out of the
hollow and escaped. After that, the birds, who were

making a close search here and there, found the bones
of their nestlings in the hollow of the tree. Then all
the birds having come to the conclusion - our young
ones have been eaten by this very Jaradgava - put him
to death. Therefore, I say - Shelter should not be given
to anyone whose family and disposition are not known;
for the fault of a Cat, the Vulture , Jaradgava, suffered

death.




Pair of Crows
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A pair of crows lived in a certain tree. Thej;

ere eaten by a cobra who lived in the hollow

youngs W
of the tree. Thereafter, the female crow, when again

breeding said to her mate - My dear, let us abandop
this tree. As long as the serpent lives here, our offspring

can never live. For,

ger T v6 T Yo |
gy ¥ T8 I gogid F W 1|

A wicked wife, a cunning friend, an insolent

servant, and a residence in a house infested by a cobra,

mean undoubtedly death.
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Don't you be afraid, my dear, replied the crow.

26



{have pardoned his great crime again and again, Byt i

shall not be tolerated now, The female crow nb'sawez
. How will you be able to contend with one who ig
powerful? The crow replied - Away wit, this doubt
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The female crow said -  have heard everything.
Now tell me what I am to do. The crow replied- The
prince comes every day and bathes in the adjacent tank.
Hold up 1n your beak a gold necklace, which is taken
off from his person at the time of bathing and placed
on a stone of the flight of steps, and put it in this hollow.
Now on one occasion when the prince had entered the
water for bathing, the female crow did what she was
directed to do. Then by the servants of the prince who

followed the track of the gold necklace, the serpent

Was seen and killed.
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pair of Tittibhas
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A pair of titibhas lilved on the shore of the
southern sea. The female when near her delivery said
to her husband - My dear, find out a retired place
convenient for my delivery. The male said - My dear,
this very place is surely fit for your delivery. She
replied - This place is washed over by the tide. The

male observed - What? Am [ so powerless that the sea
should insult me, stationed in my own house? The
female said similing - My lord, vast is the difference
between the sea and yourself, Or rather,

SEHICHT URSwHe AT o afg a7
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Itis difficult to form a correct estimate of oners
self - whether one is capable (of achieving a thing) or

not: he who has such knowledge does not experience
trouble even in a difficulty.
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And also, The beginning of an unworthy act,
opposition to one‘s relatives, emulation with the

stronger, and confidence in young women - these are
four doors to death.
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Then following (with difficulty) the advice of
her husband she laid her eggs there. Having heard all
that, the sea too, wishing to know their strengh, carried
off their eggs. Then the female tittibha, smitten with
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grief, said to her husband - Lord, evil has befallen us,

Those my eggs are lost.
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The male said - Fear not, my dear. With these
words he called together a council of birds and repaired
mto the presence of Garuda, the king of the feathered

tribes. On reaching the place, the tittibha related the
whole affair before the divine Garuda (saying) - Lord,

without any fault, I, who was stationed in my house,

was wronged by the sea. Having heard his words,
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Gﬂfuda besnught the Ll;}rd‘ the divine N
quthor of the creation, Preservation ap (

the UNIVerse, who ordered the S€a to restore th
¢ eggs.

Then having placed on the crowy of his head (obeyed
ye

with deep reverence) the divine order, the seq returned
W " ’ E
the eggs to the tittibha. Henge | say-

arayana, the
estruction of

How can one’s power be ascertained unless
the relation of principal and subordinate s known?
Behold how an msignificant bird like Tittibha (a lap-
wing) overpowered the sea.

Rabbits and Elephants
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Onee upon a time, as there was no rain evep i,

the rainy season, 4 herd of elephants, being oppresse
. {_ said to their chief « Lord, what means haye
9 There is a place here (only) for

we 1o save our lves!
little creatures 1o bathe: but for want to a bath we are

o whither can we go? What can we

with thirs

as though blind; s |
do? Thereupon the lord of the herd, going to a place

not very far off, showed them a pond full of clear water,
Then, as days passed on, the little hares that lived on

its bank were crushed by the treadings of the elephants,
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Upon this a hare, Silimukha by name, thus
deliberatd. This herd of elephants, being troubled by
thirst, must be coming here everyday and thus our race
is destroyed. Then a certain old hare, Vijaya by name,
sald - Be not sorry. I will remedy this. He then set out,

32



TN TS 2T Ry i
L A

{m elephant kills though only touching; a serpent
when simply smelling; a king though smilillg' ariz a
wicked man although (numrardly} showing hm;-::ur
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I shall, therefore, mount the top of the hill and
address the leader of herd. That being done, the leader
of the herd asked him - Who are you and Where have
you come from? He replied, [ am a hare sent to you by
the divine Moon. Declare your purpose, said the chief

of the herd. Vijaya replied -
33



A messenger never speaks falsely even though

him: for he always declareg

weapons be raised againsl
aceount of the immunity from being killed

the truth on
which he always enjoys.
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I, therefore, speak by his order. Listen. You
did not act properly in as much as you caused the hares,
the guardians of the Moon lake, to be dispersed. For

these hares have long been my proteges. Hence it is
that I am called Sasanka (the hare-emblemd). When

the messenger had thus declared himself, the head of

the herd said thus in terror - This was done in ignorance.

[ will not go there again.
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The messenger siad - If so, pay your homage to
the lord Moon, trembling with anger in the lake, and
having (thus) propitiated him, you may go. Then at
night the chief of the herd was taken to the pond there
shown the tremulous disk of the moon (reflected) in
the water and made to bow down. The messenger said
- Lord, he committed the fault through ignorance; he

should, therefore, be forgiven. He will not do so a
second time. With these words he was sent away.



Jackal
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A cerlain jackal that lived in a forest, fell, while

wandering on the borders of a town, into an inrj'igu :
pot. Thereupon, not being able Itn get out of 1% he
pretended himself dead in the morning and so remained
Now the master of the indigo - pot, taking him to be
dead. lifted him out of it, and carrying him to a distance,

cast him off, whence he ran off.
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Then on going into the forest, and finding
himself turned blue, he thus meditated - [ have now
got the best colour, Why should I not, then, secure my
own reputation? Having thus meditated he called
together the jackals and said - [ am installed king of
the forest by the revered goddess of the woods with

her own hands being anointed with the juice of the

sarvaushadhi.
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gence, from today all busipegg should be
in the forest according to my order
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The jackals on their part, observing that he
ngSﬁssed the particular colour, prostrated themselves
before him and said - It will be as your Majesty
commands. In the same way his sovereignty was
gradually established over the other tenants of the

forest.
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Thereafter being surrounded by his brethren he
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attained supreme power. After a while, having

Dh'[arncd servants nr S[IF}E]E[‘JI‘ I'{IH]{ H“Ch s ”l'E “g{:r*r

the lion and the like. he was ashamed to find the jackals
in the court and discarded them with scorn. Then,
finding the jackals dejected, an old jackal thus declared
himself - Do not be sorry. Since by him who does not
know his interest, we, who are well versed in policy
and know his weak points, have been dismissed from
his presene, that must be done by which he will perish,
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For these (nobler animals) the tiger and others,
deceived by his mere colour and not recognizing him
as a jackal consider him their king. Act, therefore, in
such a way that he will be found out. To this end this
should be done. That at the evening time you shall,
all of you, set up a loud yell simultaneously in his
hearing
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(near him); so that on hearing that howl, he too
following the natural disposition of his
utter a cry. For,

species, will
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That which is the natural disposition of one is

always hard to be get rid of it. Ifa dog were made a
king would he not gnaw a shoe?
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Upon this, being discovered by his voice he will
be killed by the tiger. Then that being done that
happened. (i.e., the plan being put into execution the

event turned out as anticipated).
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There is, in the Malava (Malwa) country, a lake,
Padmagarbha by name. There a certain crane who
was old and decrepit stood showing himself to be sad
at heart. He was observed by a crab and asked - Why
do you stand thus without looking for food? The crane
said - Friend, listen. The fishes are the means of my
sustenance. And they are certain to be killed by
fishermen coming here. (For) such a talk I heard near
the city. So for want of means of subsistence my death
is imminent. Aware of this [ am not thinking of eating
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even. Now he appears to be our benefactor. So let s

all the fishes thought to themselves - This time atleast
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An alliance should be formed even with an
enemy disposed to do a service, and not with a friend
doing injury: for a deed of benevolence and injury
should be known to be the signs of these (i.e. a man

being a friend or foe).
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The fishes asked - O crane, what is the means of
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2 The crane replied - There is a remedy
i ¢., going to another pond. [ shall
The fishes said - Let it be

our safety now
for your protection,

carry you one by one there.
sodone. Then the Crane carried the fishes one by one

and devoured them. After thatthe crab said - O crane,
take me there also. Thereupon, the crane too, longing
for the flesh of the crab which he had never tasted
before, carried him there and place him on the ground.
The crab also, seeing the place strewn with the bones
of the fishes, said to himself - Alas! I am undone, an
unlucky creature. Well, I will act now as the time

requires. For,
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One should dread a danger so long as it has not
come: but seeing that the danger has arrived, one

should strike a blow like a hero (like one not daunted,
or boldly).
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Moreover -
0. Butin f ,W-here w“hm'tﬁghting destruction is
certainl, bButIn fighting there j Some chance of |iving

that the wise declare tg pe the time for fighting

mquwmwwﬁ
s |

Thus IEﬂECﬁng the crab cut off the neck of the
crane, who thereupon died.

Camel
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In a certain part of a forest there lived a lion, by

name Madotkata, He had three servants, a crow, a

tiger and a jackal. One, as they were roaming about,
they saw a camel that had strayed from the herd and
asked him where he had come from. He told his

account. Then he was taken to the lion and presented.
The lion gave him his word of safety, named him

Chitrakarna and asked him to stay with him.
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Now on one occasion, owing to the lion’s
indisposition and there being a heavy rain, they, not
getting anything to eat, were i distress. Then they

fell thinking - Let us manage things in such a way that
our master will kill Chitrakarna. What have we to do

with this thorn-eater? The tiger said - Our master has
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oured him by
fay {;:e i;,]h HIving hig Word of safety. How can
ssible
ghis DE POS then? e Crow observed - Now that

naster is
our I ETOWN lean (for want of food) he will
commit even sin, For
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A woman oppressed with hunger will abandon
even her own son; a female serpent distressed with
hunger will eat even her own egg; what sinful act is a
hungry man not capable of ? Men when reduced to

poverty, become cruel.
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Having thus deliberated they went to the lion,

The lion asked - Have you got anything for food 9

They said - We have found nothing, even after an effort,
s the means of our sustenance

The lion asked - What i
now ? The crow mplzed - By your not availing yourself
11 in the jaws of death,

of the food at command we arca
What is the food at my command ? - asked the lion.
ered into his ear - Chitrakarna. The

The crow Whisp
lion having touched the ground and then his ears, said

_ We have retained him here by pledging our word of

safety. So how can this be possible ?
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As they (the wise) speak of the gift of safety as
the greatest of all gifts, so they do not talk of land, nor

of gold, nor of a cow, not of food.
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The crow sajq - your lordship need not kill him.
But we shall so contriye ¢ that he will consent to offer
his own body. The lion, ope hearing this, remained
silent. Getting ap Opportunity thereby, the crow
fabricated a plot and taking them all with him went up
to the lion. Now the crow said - Lord, even after busy
search we have found nothing to eat. While our lord
is distressed by many fasts. So let him eat my flesh.

For,
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All subjects have, indeed, the king for their root
(chief support). Ifthe trees have roots (then only) mans

effort (to rear them) will be successful.
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The lion replied- Friend, better to part with life
than to proceed to do a deed like this. The jackal, too,
said the same thing, to which the lion replied that it
could not be done. Then the tiger said - Let the master

live on my flesh. The lion replied - This can never be
proper. Now Chitrakarna too, having got confidence,
made a similar offer of himself, Just as he was saying

that, the tiger ripped his side and killed him, after
which he was eaten by them all.
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