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Case Studies 

Case Study 1 – Online Scam 

A student receives a fake online offer promising expensive gifts and shares personal details, 

later losing money. 

Questions: 

● Which Hitopadesa story resembles this situation? 

● How does greed lead to danger? 

Case Study 2 – Harsh Communication 

An employee continuously insults coworkers despite being talented. Gradually everyone avoids 

him. 

Questions: 

● Which Mahabharata verse compares words to arrows? 

● What lesson can be learned about speech? 

Case Study 3 – Strength versus Intelligence 

A small startup company competes successfully against a large corporation using creative 

strategies. 

Questions: 

● Which Unit IV story reflects this idea? 

● Why is intelligence more effective than strength? 

Case Study 4 – False Friendship 

A businessman trusts dishonest partners blindly and suffers financial loss. 

Questions: 

● Which stories from Units III and V relate to this situation? 

● What precautions should one take before trusting others? 



Case Study 5 – Teamwork and Unity 

A group of students work together and solve a difficult social problem in their village. 

Questions: 

● Which story from Unit IV highlights unity and cooperation? 

● How does teamwork help overcome challenges? 

 



Discussion Forums (5) 

1. Can self-control alone make a person successful? Discuss with reference to 

Mahabharata verses. 

2. Are harsh but truthful words better than pleasant lies? Discuss with examples. 

3. How does bad company influence human character according to Hitopadesa? 

4. Is intelligence more powerful than physical strength? Explain using stories from 

Units IV and V. 

5. What relevance do the teachings of Mahabharata and Hitopadesa have in modern 

society? 

 



Unit I – Eloquence of Mahabharata (Verses 1–15) 

1. According to Mahabharata, who is one’s own protector? 

 a) King 

 b) Teacher 

 c) Oneself 

 d) Friend 

 Answer: c) Oneself 

2. A truly handsome person never: 

 a) Helps others 

 b) Taunts others 

 c) Studies scriptures 

 d) Speaks softly 

 Answer: b) Taunts others 

3. Wise people accept only: 

 a) Wealth 

 b) Praise 

 c) Good qualities 

 d) Fame 

 Answer: c) Good qualities 

4. The wise are compared to: 

 a) Lions 

 b) Swans 

 c) Horses 

 d) Tigers 

 Answer: b) Swans 

5. There is no virtue greater than: 

 a) Wealth 

 b) Courage 

 c) Truth 

 d) Fame 

 Answer: c) Truth 

6. A true man conquers anger through: 

 a) Power 

 b) Forgiveness 

 c) Silence 

 d) Wealth 

 Answer: b) Forgiveness 

 

 



Unit II – Eloquence of Mahabharata (Verses 16–30) 

7. Favours are never lost upon: 

 a) A scholar 

 b) A true man 

 c) A king 

 d) A warrior 

 Answer: b) A true man 

8. Time makes people see: 

 a) Only truth 

 b) Good in evil and evil in good 

 c) Wealth everywhere 

 d) Happiness always 

 Answer: b) Good in evil and evil in good 

9. Pleasant speakers are: 

 a) Rare 

 b) Common 

 c) Saints 

 d) Teachers 

 Answer: b) Common 

10. One who speaks unpleasant but beneficial truth is: 

 a) Wicked 

 b) Foolish 

 c) Rare 

 d) Common 

 Answer: c) Rare 

11. Neglecting a growing enemy is compared to neglecting: 

 a) Wealth 

 b) Friendship 

 c) Disease 

 d) Education 

 Answer: c) Disease 

12. Prosperity comes to a person who is: 

 a) Lazy 

 b) Vigilant and humble 

 c) Proud 

 d) Silent 

 Answer: b) Vigilant and humble 

 

 



Unit III – Hitopadesa (Prologue, Old Tiger and Traveller, 

Cat and Vulture) 

13. Hitopadesa mainly teaches: 

 a) Medicine 

 b) Morality and wisdom 

 c) Astronomy 

 d) Architecture 

 Answer: b) Morality and wisdom 

14. The tiger trapped the traveller through: 

 a) Fear 

 b) Greed 

 c) Friendship 

 d) Force 

 Answer: b) Greed 

15. The traveller became trapped in: 

 a) River 

 b) Cave 

 c) Swamp 

 d) Forest fire 

 Answer: c) Swamp 

16. In “Cat and Vulture,” the cat pretended to be: 

 a) A saint 

 b) A hunter 

 c) A king 

 d) A servant 

 Answer: a) A saint 

17. The young birds disappeared because: 

 a) Hunters took them 

 b) The cat ate them 

 c) They flew away 

 d) A snake attacked them 

 Answer: b) The cat ate them 

18. The moral of “Cat and Vulture” is: 

 a) Avoid forests 

 b) Never trust blindly 

 c) Speak harshly 

 d) Wealth is supreme 

 Answer: b) Never trust blindly 

 



Unit IV – Pair of Crows, Pair of Titibhas, Rabbits and 

Elephant 

19. The pair of crows defeated the snake through: 

 a) Strength 

 b) Intelligence 

 c) Magic 

 d) Speed 

 Answer: b) Intelligence 

20. The Titibha birds argued with: 

 a) Elephant 

 b) Snake 

 c) Ocean 

 d) Lion 

 Answer: c) Ocean 

21. The story of Titibhas teaches: 

 a) Unity and determination 

 b) Anger 

 c) Revenge 

 d) Laziness 

 Answer: a) Unity and determination 

22. In “Rabbits and Elephant,” the rabbits used: 

 a) Strength 

 b) Weapons 

 c) Wisdom and strategy 

 d) Magic 

 Answer: c) Wisdom and strategy 

23. The elephants stopped troubling the rabbits because: 

 a) Hunters attacked them 

 b) They feared the moon’s curse 

 c) They became tired 

 d) The forest burned 

 Answer: b) They feared the moon’s curse 

24. The main teaching of these stories is: 

 a) Physical power is supreme 

 b) Wisdom overcomes strength 

 c) Wealth gives success 

 d) Anger solves problems 

 Answer: b) Wisdom overcomes strength 

 

 



Unit V – Jackal, Crane and Crab, Camel 

25. The jackal in Hitopadesa represents: 

 a) Honesty 

 b) Cleverness and deceit 

 c) Courage 

 d) Kindness 

 Answer: b) Cleverness and deceit 

26. In “Crane and Crab,” the crane deceived fishes for: 

 a) Protection 

 b) Friendship 

 c) Food 

 d) Charity 

 Answer: c) Food 

27. The crab killed the crane by: 

 a) Poison 

 b) Drowning it 

 c) Cutting its neck 

 d) Calling hunters 

 Answer: c) Cutting its neck 

28. The camel trusted: 

 a) Hunters 

 b) Wild animals 

 c) The lion and his companions 

 d) Villagers 

 Answer: c) The lion and his companions 

29. The camel story teaches that: 

 a) Blind trust is dangerous 

 b) Wealth is important 

 c) Anger is strength 

 d) Forest life is peaceful 

 Answer: a) Blind trust is dangerous 

30. The central teaching of Hitopadesa stories is: 

 a) Entertainment only 

 b) Moral wisdom and practical life lessons 

 c) Scientific knowledge 

 d) Religious rituals only 

 Answer: b) Moral wisdom and practical life lessons 

 



Assignments (5) 

1. Self-Reliance and Moral Conduct 

 Explain the concept of self-dependence and truthfulness from Units I and II with modern 

examples. 

2. Power of Speech in Human Life 

 Discuss the importance of sweet speech and the dangers of harsh words according to 

Mahabharata teachings. 

3. Wisdom versus Strength in Hitopadesa 

 Analyze how intelligence defeats physical power in the stories from Units IV and V. 

4. Greed and Deception in Hitopadesa 

 Compare the moral lessons from “Old Tiger and Traveller” and “Crane and Crab.” 

5. Ethical Values in Mahabharata and Hitopadesa 

 Write an essay on moral education reflected in all five units. 

 


